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http://theconversation.com/buying-fresh-potatoes-and-carrots-all-year-round-is-destroying-australias-soil-85075
UK is 30-40 years away from 'eradication of soil fertility', warns Gove 
If you drench soil in chemicals that improves yields ... but ultimately you are cutting the ground away from beneath your own feet. Farmers know that,” said Gove. Photograph: Alamy Stock Photo 
[image: ]
Farmers must be incentivised to tackle decline in biodiversity, says environment secretary at launch of parliamentary soil body 
The UK is 30 to 40 years away from “the fundamental eradication of soil fertility” in parts of the country, the environment secretary Michael Gove has warned.
“We have encouraged a type of farming which has damaged the earth,” Gove told the parliamentary launch of the Sustainable Soils Alliance (SSA). “Countries can withstand coups d’état, wars and conflict, even leaving the EU, but no country can withstand the loss of its soil and fertility. 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/oct/24/uk-30-40-years-away-eradication-soil-fertility-warns-michael-gove?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
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https://theconversation.com/how-carbon-farming-can-help-solve-climate-change-86087
Can accounting standards advance the natural capital agenda?
 [image: Can accounting standards advance the natural capital agenda?]
News & Blog | Blog Posted 27.10.17 by Carl Obst
Approaches to the measurement of natural capital are many and varied - can accounting standards be developed and can they really contribute positively to changing our behaviour?
Since its adoption as a standard in 2012, the United Nation’s System for Environmental-Economic Accounting (SEEA) has established itself as the leading framework for accounting for natural capital for governments and international organisations around the world. Many countries have embraced its potential, including the G7 countries, Australia, Brazil, China, Europe, India and South Africa. It is pertinent to consider how this momentum can be used to advance the discussion around natural capital. 
Carl Obst is currently a Director of the Institute for the Development of Environmental-Economic Accounting and was the lead author and editor of the United Nation’s System of Environmental-Economic Accounting – the international standard for this area of work. https://naturalcapitalforum.com/news/article/can-accounting-standards-advance-the-natural-capital-agenda/
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https://theconversation.com/infographic-heres-exactly-what-adanis-carmichael-mine-means-for-queensland-87684
'Greed trumps nature': Leaked report points to big offset savings for developers 
NSW's new biodiversity offsets scheme is likely to save developers such as coal miners millions of dollars, according to a leaked report commissioned by the Berejiklian government.
A cost benefit analysis by the Centre For International Economics, a copy of which was obtained by Fairfax Media, found Glencore's Mt Owen coal mine extension in the Hunter Valley would have reaped huge savings if the project had been assessed under the new methodology.
[image: Mining trucks at Glencore's Mt Owen coal mine in the Hunter Valley.]Mining trucks at Glencore's Mt Owen coal mine in the Hunter Valley. Photo: AFR 
Using two methods to gauge the mine expansion's offset costs, the reforms to the scheme both show savings of "approximately $80 million" compared with existing compensation tally for "disturbing" an extra 485 hectares of native vegetation, the report found. http://www.smh.com.au/environment/greed-trumps-nature-leaked-report-points-to-big-offset-savings-for-developers-20171108-gzhnln.html
Natural capital and the fourth Industrial Revolution
 
[image: Natural capital and the fourth Industrial Revolution]
News & Blog | Blog Posted 15.11.17 by Pushpam Kumar
The measurement and management of “natural capital” is an idea, as the saying goes, whose time has come.
The concept of natural capital is more relevant than ever in 2017, when we are devising the means to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals. We also find ourselves in the midst of the fourth industrial revolution, which is characterized by the digital world, genetics, robotics, 5G networks – and a new understanding of humanity’s relationship with the natural world.
“Natural capital” refers to assets that occur in nature and can be used for economic production or consumption. 
Pushpam Kumar is the Chief Economist and UN Environment and will be speaking in the opening and closing plenaries of the World Forum on Natural Capitalhttps://naturalcapitalforum.com/news/article/natural-capital-in-the-fourth-stage-of-industrial-revolution/
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https://theconversation.com/new-research-suggests-common-herbicides-are-linked-to-antibiotic-resistance-87678
The true price of beef
 
[image: The true price of beef]
News & Blog | Blog Posted 22.09.17 by Michel Scholte
What are the natural capital costs of beef, dairy milk and poultry meat? In a recent report of The Economics of Environment and Biodiversity (TEEB), the calculations were presented. The total natural capital cost of beef, dairy milk and poultry meat are respectively $1.5 trillion; $0.5 trillion and $0.26 trillion per year, deriving mostly from land use change, then greenhouse gases and air pollutants (GHG emissions), water consumption, water pollution (from fertilizers application) and soil pollution (from pesticides application). Calculations were made during 2014, and were adjusted to US 2015 prices taking into account inflation. Figure 1 shows the total natural capital cost of beef, dairy and poultry production worldwide.
[image: https://naturalcapitalforum.com/docs/092_501__trueprice_1506099989_standard.jpg]
Figure 1: Total natural capital cost of beef, dairy and poultry production worldwide (in million US$) and production quantities (in tonnes).
 
Michel Scholte is the Director and Co-Founder at True Price.
https://naturalcapitalforum.com/news/article/the-true-price-of-beef/
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https://theconversation.com/with-a-few-smart-moves-we-can-relieve-the-pressure-on-gas-88003

Natural capital and conservation – can valuing nature save the planet?
 
[image: Natural capital and conservation – can valuing nature save the planet?]
News & Blog | News Posted 10.11.17 by Karen Ellis
Nature is fundamental to human life, underpinning our wellbeing, our economies, and our very survival.  Nature also has enormous value in its own right of course, beyond the goods and services it provides.  Indeed historically, this intrinsic value of nature has been the main focus of the conservation movement’s efforts to convince others of the importance of protecting nature.  But focusing predominantly on nature’s intrinsic value has not worked; numerous indicators show that environmental degradation has continued apace.  We need to be convincing a wider set of people about the importance of protecting and investing in nature, particularly powerful decision makers in government and business who are focused on delivering income growth and economic prosperity.  
Karen Ellis is Chief Advisor on Economics and Development at WWF UK, where she leads a cross-organisational programme of work on natural capital. https://naturalcapitalforum.com/news/article/natural-capital-and-conservation-ndash-can-valuing-nature-save-the-planet/
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https://theconversation.com/fertile-ground-what-you-need-to-know-about-soil-to-keep-your-garden-healthy-65332
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https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/nov/17/climate-summit-bonn-makes-slow-steady-progress-king-coal-looms
New conservation investment models provide hope for humanity 
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News & Blog | Blog Posted 12.10.17 by Frank Hawkins
The future of humanity depends entirely on the planet remaining habitable. This means that the range of services and benefits that nature provides to humanity (not to mention the planet’s other inhabitants), have essentially infinite value. 
 
Nature’s services include regulation of water flow, pollination, and the provision of food, fuel and fibre, as well as indirect support for tourism and spiritual inspiration, among many others. However, these life-sustaining environmental resources are being lost or degraded at an unsustainable rate. In order for nature to continue to provide them, we have to integrate them into our habitual economic framework.
 
Frank Hawkins is Director of the IUCN office in Washington DC, and a founder member of the Steering Committee of the Coalition for Private Investment in Conservation. 
https://naturalcapitalforum.com/news/article/new-conservation-investment-models-provide-hope-for-humanity/



 Natural capital challenges for cotton production [image: ]
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https://naturalcapitalforum.com/docs/092_426__a4casestudies_gemmacranston_cisl_1450174160.pdf
Measuring soil sustainability via soil resilience.
Ludwig M1, Wilmes P2, Schrader S3.
Soils are the nexus of water, energy and food, which illustrates the need for a holistic approach in sustainable soil management. The present study therefore aimed at identifying a bioindicator for the evaluation of soil management sustainability in a cross-disciplinary approach between soil science and multi-omics research. For this purpose we first discuss the remaining problems and challenges of evaluating sustainability and consequently suggest one measurable bioindicator for soil management sustainability. 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29054651

Back to Basics: Demystifying natural capital valuation
[image: Back to Basics: Demystifying natural capital valuation]
News & Blog | Blog | Insights Posted 31.10.14
The dependencies businesses have upon natural capital are becoming more and more acknowledged.  Food and agri-businesses, for example, are reliant upon healthy soils, water availability and pollinators.  They are also impacting them, sometimes positively and sometimes negatively.  By negatively impacting just one of such elements (e.g. soil, water, air) the risk of both productivity losses and price volatility rises.  It is therefore in the interest of businesses to begin factoring their impacts and dependencies upon natural capital into their decision making processes; they can start off by properly valuing them.  The problem is that current economic systems do not value things like soil quality and water properly, leaving the impacts uncosted.  
  
https://naturalcapitalforum.com/news/article/insight-back-to-basics--demystifying-natural-capital-valuation/
Renewables will drive 'steep decline' in wholesale electricity price in Australia – report 
Katharine Murphy Political editor
Exclusive: Frontier Economics’ modelling commissioned by government says 6,000MW of renewable capacity entering market will reduce prices in 2018-20
[image: ]
The Frontier Economics report floats the idea of substantial regulatory intervention to stop the electricity market becoming even more concentrated. Photograph: David Gray/Reuters 

Wednesday 22 November 2017 19.56 AEDT Last modified on Wednesday 22 November 2017 19.57 AEDT 
Modelling commissioned by the Turnbull government as part of its efforts to back in the national energy guarantee says renewables will drive the first wave of price reductions under the policy. It also floats substantial regulatory intervention to stop the electricity market becoming even more concentrated https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/nov/22/renewables-will-drive-steep-decline-in-wholesale-electricity-price-in-australia-report
Picture It: Your Environment photo competition - in pictures 
The Picture It competition organised by the Natural Environment Research Council (Nerc) asked budding photographers to explore how they interacted with or were inspired by the environment in everyday life. 
Visitors to Nerc’s UnEarthed showcase in Edinburgh last weekend were asked to pick the winners from nine shortlisted images and more than 1,000 entries. The winners from the three categories will be invited to the official naming of Nerc’s new polar research vessel, the RRS Sir David Attenborough, next year
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https://www.theguardian.com/environment/gallery/2017/nov/22/picture-it-your-environment-photo-competition-in-pictures
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https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/nov/20/do-you-love-australian-birds-heres-your-chance-to-vote-for-your-favourite
“… with the introduction of modern agricultural techniques, including the plow, soil organic matter content has dropped by half in many areas of the world” -- David Burton, Professor, Dalhousie University
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Producing fresh fruit and vegetables year-round has a hidden cost
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The largest opportunity to reduce gas demand exists in industry, through improved energy efficiency s a result of reusing waste heat and upgrading boers.
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Climate summit goes slow and steady
but King Coal looms

Little drama in Bonn other than some star turns and a pantomime villain. All eyes
are now on Poland, the next summit host

Emmanuel Macron, centre, visits the French stand at the Bonn global climate change talks. Photograph: John
Macdougall/AFP/Getty Images

For an issue that often seems to lurch from crisis to catastrophe, the steady but
vital progress at the UN’s global climate change talks in Bonn was reassuring. But
there remains a very long way to go before the world gets on track to avoid
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We're so lucky to share Australia with a
stunning array of birds
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A pair of rainbow lorikeets: “These raucous nectar-loving parrots have a legion of fans. Photograph:
canterberry/GuardianWitness
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