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The Importance of Soils

By KEITH SHORTALL - JUL 20 2015

SHARE  Twitter Facebook Google+ Email

Soil Is more than dirt - It's the basls for healthy food production, supports

our planet's biodiversity, and helps the earth combat and adapt to climate change.

Guests: Ivan Fernandez - Professor of Soil Science at University of Maine's School of Forest Resources, Climate

Change Institute, and, School of Food and Agriculture,

Andrew Carpenter - Founder of the Belfast-based company Northern Tilth

a company that provides organic waste recycling technical services.

Natalie Lounsbury - Natalie has a masters in soil science from the University of Maryland and has worked with
farmers to develop cover crop based strategies to reduce tillage in vegetable production. She is an Auburn native

wha is currently working on a podcast about soil heaith for farmers before going back to grad school,
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Conservation parks are
growing, so why are species
still declining?
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BY RO HILL, CSIRO; BARRY NEWELL, AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY; IAIN GORDON, JAMES HUTTON INSTITUTE; AND

MICHAEL DUNLOP, CSIROI
Ironically, meeting global targets to preserve a proportion of the world’s forest could weaken motivation to protect the rest of it. Jami
Dwyer/Wikimedia Commons

It’s now five years since the International Year of Biodiversity, and nearly 15% of Earth’s
land surface is protected in parks and reserves. By 2020, we should reach the agreed global
target of 17%. This is good news for species diversity, right?

Not really. Biodiversity loss continues apace despite these global agreements and
conservation actions, and is unlikely to stop any time soon

https://blogs.csiro.au/ecos/conservation-parks-are-growing-so-why-are-
species-still-

declining/?utm_source=Ecos+CSIRO&utm campaign=11c5ac2a9d-

ECOS June 2015&utm_ medium=email&utm term=0_ 3eeb5fec188-
11c5ac2a9d-

22969205&ct=t(ECOS June 2015)&mc cid=11c5ac2a9d&mc eid=381404c8
25

Stop the dust: how we’re
avoiding Mad Max’s Fury
Road

Posted: 18 June 2015 | Author: Adam Knight | Filed under: Land and Water | Tags: Dust,
Dustwatch, soil
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Dust events, like this storm over paddocks on the outskirts of Adelaide, SA, affect many

parts of our community.

By Virginia Tressider

The world often thinks of Australia as a desolate, dust-ridden landscape
(that is, when they aren’t freaking out about our abundance of deadly
creatures). And the recent box office hit, Mad Max: Fury Road, certainly did
a good job of reintroducing audiences to the landscape this wide brown land
is famous for - one that is parched, brutal and above all else, dusty!
http://csironewsblog.com/2015/06/18/stop-the-dust-how-were-avoiding-
mad-maxs-fury-road/
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The dirt on soil data

MATTHEW CAWOOD

03 Jul, 2015 04:00 AM = A+ A- [=) comments | O

THE torrent of information that poured through last week's Soil, Big Data
and the Future of Agriculture conference in Canberra was like the topic
of the day: absorbingly interesting, but what does it all mean?

It's early days, but it seems that for agriculture, “big data” is going to flow
through three channels.

One channel will route data collected on farms through professional
service providers, who will add value to the data through analysis in
retumn for a profit skimmed from the bits and bytes on their way through.

http://www.stockandland.com.au/news/agriculture/cropping/general-
news/the-dirt-on-soil-data/2736561.aspx

Europe and the Sustainable Development Goals — Brussels
Workshop Highlights Need for Action
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http://globalsoilweek.org/areas-of-work/sustainable-development-
goals/europe-sdgs-brussels

Bright Spark saves lives:
finding order in the chaos of
bushfires

Posted: May 5, 2015 | Author: Carol Saab | Filed under: Environment, Feature Articles,
News | Tags: bushfire, bushfires, fire science, firefighting, simulation, software, summer |
Leave a comment

Bushfires such as this one in Western Australia can be hard to predict.

James Hilton, CSIRO; Andrew Sullivan, CSIRO; Mahesh Prakash, CSIRO, and
Ryan Fraser, CSIRO

Bushfires are highly chaotic natural events, dangerous to people and homes
in their path and even more dangerous to those brave enough to fight them.

Australia is all-too-familiar with tragedy caused by bushfire, with days such
as Ash Wednesday and Black Saturday ingrained into public and personal
memories. The costs in a bad bushfire season can run into billions of dollars,
although nothing can truly account for the lives and communities affected
by these events. http://csironewsblog.com/category/feature-articles/
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Barnaby Joyce's Shenhua Watermark coal mine
battle is far from over

July 13, 2015 Read Imer

State and federal governments must get this high-stakes decision

right.
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planned Shenhua Watermark coal mine 15 encs

Loutse Henneisy

led by the Liverpoct Bi3ins m Ihe state’s norh-west. Fhoto

The planned Shenhua Watermark coal mine encucled by the Liverpool Plains in the stale’s north
-west raises two important issues

One question 1s whether mine opponent Bamaby Joyce can remain in federal cabmet while
expressing wews that undermine a decision of Enviconment Minester Greg Hunl Lo approve the
plan wath 18 conditions. Strictly speaking, he has breached cabinet solidanty and should

http://www.smh.com.au/comment/smh-editorial/barnaby-joyces-shenhua-
watermark-coal-mine-battle-is-far-from-over-20150713-giawe9.html
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| Shenhua mine’s water uncertainty
means we should proceed
with caution
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http://theconversation.com/shenhua-mines-water-uncertainty-means-we-
should-proceed-with-caution-44988

Plain and simple, agriculture is at risk

MIKE FOLEY

16 I, 2015 D400 AM £ A A- = commets 9 [ 72| (W Tweet |63
But the greediest grab
of all is pitched by the
big Australian

.9

IF YOU thought Shenhua's Watermark mine was the uitimate 1est of big LATES]

coal's grip on government, you would be sadly mistaken - worse is yet to

Fhyng fox contrels net
come. Simt
Ptans for massive mines that will dig into prime agriculturai country A record $30,000 top 2t
across Australia are progressing, sparking strong community opposition.  anniversary sale
Hillside has plans for a big copper mine for the Yorke Peninsula. advance copy for
KEPCQ, a coal mine in the Bylong Valiey Spencer case

Hendra confirmed at
Angio American wants 1o bulld a mega pit at its Drayion mine on the Atherton
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http://www.theland.com.au/news/agriculture/general/opinion/plain-and-
simple-agriculture-is-at-risk/2737661.aspx

FactCheck: does coal-fired power cost
$79/kWh and wind power $1502/kWh?
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http://theconversation.com/factcheck-does-coal-fired-power-cost-79-kwh-
and-wind-power-1502-kwh-44956
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50% renewable energy would put
Australia in line with leading nations
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http://theconversation.com/50-renewable-energy-would-put-australia-in-
line-with-leading-nations-45152
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good-climate-policy-45039

How much would Labor’s 50% renewable
energy policy cost Australian
households?
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= How larze wall be the bnpact of suchi a policy on household budgess
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http://theconversation.com/how-much-would-labors-50-renewable-energy-
policy-cost-australian-households-44997

Wind turbines do not work

By Graeme Weber - posted Tuesday, 21 July 2015

Wind Turbines might well be visually non-aesthetic and cause discomfort to those
living nearby, however the greatest reason they should not be built is because they do
not work! The information presented below is taken from NEM (National Electricity
Market) web site a government body overseeing the Eastern Australia energy system
and a very interesting article 'Wind Farms in Eastern Australia — Recent Lessons' by
Paul Miskelly (2012).
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Figeee 1. Coputal wind farm (5-minute average data) cutput [ Janvary - 30 June 2010

Graeme Weber is a retired geologist.
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A Clash of Green and Brown:
Germany Struggles to End Coal

A recent battie over bnposing a “climate fee” on coal-fived power plants
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http://e360.yale.edu/feature/a clash of green and brown germany strug
gles to end coal/2891/

Engaging the disengaged
with science

Posted: 11March 2015 | Author: Adam Knight | Filed under: Education, Feature Articles,
News | Tags: science communications | 6 Comments
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Not all science demonstrations will appeal to all people. Image: Melanie Davies/Flickr,

CC BY-NC-ND

By Craig Cormick, CSIRO and Suzette Searle, Australian National University

Just as we don’t all have the same tastes or preferences for football codes
or teams - or even genres of music or flavours of ice cream - so too we don’t
all have the same tastes or preferences when it comes to science.
http://csironewsblog.com/category/feature-articles/

Conserving our natural capital

2T M DI00AM & A A [ Camerarss 3 m 1 o Tweet

The scientists propose

ERCOLIEYE SU3
[farming practices

YO gl e leshing Tooy Abball dossn® e avake 3 gt woeerysig RELATED

aAhoal whif cun econame actaly s dang 1o oo ol enviiarmen
Farmers boosl ERF

Inwhich cas os€ of Us Who do care aboul ecaiogical sustainatdny - SRR
pry Coaliticn voies and, in 2 Alyher i

“blily s Hurt'z ‘¢crediic’ carban

hing up o do 1Anpeea

C whelher Liberat o Labar - wi

0 akobal Ag White Papey ey

grocnhou © applics 1o 1he more murkiane (e

s, But it

rernleame Al aenlaetinds and raasaninn reil fenesded and wales wustamea

http://www.stockandland.com.au/news/agriculture/agribusiness/general-
news/conserving-our-natural-capital/2738185.aspx
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Big Ideas

Valuing our planet
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Who owns your farm data?

MATTHEW CAWOOD
08 Jul, 2015 D4:00 AM & A+ A- ] Comments |4 1 |

WHO owns farm data in the age of Big Data? The US Farm Bureau
Federation’s two-year quest to answer that question has some lessons
for Australia.

Mary Kay Thatcher, the lobby organisation's Senior Director of
Congressional Affairs, told the Soil and Big Data conference that the
Farm Bureau started getting concerned a couple of years ago, when
farmers started calling in to query opaque prescription agriculture
contracts.

http://www.stockandland.com.au/news/agriculture/general/news/who-
owns-your-farm-data/2736563.aspx
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abor's renewables target
just part of the bigger
transition we need

OPINION
By John Connor
Updated Wed at 3:26pmWed 22 Jul 2015, 3:26pm

Photo: It makes little sense to have half of our power generation renewables
if the other half is dominated by coal. (Reuters: David Gray)

Labor's proposal to make 50 per cent of Australia’s energy renewable by 2030 is
significant, but it needs to be seen as part of economic modernisation as well as
climate outcomes, writes John Connor.

Global investments in renewable energy last year outpaced investments in fossil fuel
generation. Yet in Australia, the political football that is our multibillion-dollar energy
sector languishes in a morass of policy uncertainty.

John Connor is the CEO of The Climate Institute.

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-07-22/connor-labors-renewables-target/6639968

It's been a week of political
daring (with some
exceptions)

OPINION
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By ABC's Barrie Cassidy
Posted about 7 hours ago Fri 24 Jul 2015, 6:58am

Photo: COAG did little more than agree to keep both the increase in the GST and
the increase in the Medicare levy on the table. But by recent standards, that's
progress. (AAP: Stefan Postles)

Refreshingly, and belatedly, this has been a week of policy initiatives and political
leadership. Tax, climate change and asylum policy all got a workout, but inevitably there
were some still sticking to old scripts, writes Barrie Cassidy.

Refreshingly, and belatedly, this has been a week of policy initiatives and political daring.

The NSW Premier, Mike Baird, was the first to step up saying he was "sick of politics in this
country" - "the point scoring, fear, smear, who wins the daily news cycle". And with that he
proposed to raise the GST from 10 per cent to 15 per cent as a way of sustainably covering
the increasing costs of health and education.

Barrie Cassidy is the presenter of the ABC program Insiders.

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-07-24/cassidy-a-week-of-political-
daring/ 6644498

Busting the myths around
the Murray-Darling Basin
Plan

Juliet Le Feuvre ABC Environment 17 Jul 2015
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The Murray River at Loxton.

Much is said and written about the Murray-Darling Basin Plan that is simply wrong.
Sorting myth from reality is half the challenge of understanding the river system.

NO ONE SETS out to ruin a river system. Yet decisions made about water use over
the last century have had the cumulative effect of bringing the mighty Murray River
to the brink of ecological collapse. Turning this decline around requires decisive
action to give the river — and its communities — any chance of returning to health.
Prime Minister John Howard made this crucial realisation in 2006 when he and then
Water Minister Malcolm Turnbull set in train the course of events that lead to the
development of the

Juliet Le Feuvre is Healthy Rivers Campaign Manager at Environment Victoria.

http://www.abc.net.au/environment/articles/2015/07/17/4275501.htm
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Agriculture's biggest issue
Posted By: Louise Preece on 30/05/2015 4:00:00 AM | Comments (2)
= A+ A- @ Comments LZ !

A matter
of opinion
- Fair:::(‘

Agricultural Media

WHAT is the biggest issue facing agriculture at the moment? Is it
drought?

If you were the government and listening to Australia's peak farm
bodies, drought would certainly be right up there with the big agricultural
problems.

There's no doubt that drought is impacting many producers at the
moment, but it must also be said the membership of peak farm bodies is
rapidly declining.

So are the peak farm bodies truly representative of the issues that
Australian farmers face? The answer to this question might well be no.

http://www.stockandland.com.au/blogs/a-matter-of-opinion/agricultures-

biggest-issue/2733526.aspx
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http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/ockhamsrazor/humans-
not-responsible-for-mass-extinction/6550630

Why renewable 'biomass’ is
not as good for the climate
as we'd hoped

William H. Schlesinger ABC Environment 23 Jul 2015

Burning biomass to generate electricity is officially listed as being ‘carbon neutral'.
But claims that it helps prevent climate change are not as straight-forward as they
seem.

WHILST | HAVE BEEN living in New England for the past seven years, a new
industry has popped up in Maine and the southeastern US — the wood pellet industry.

It has revitalised the sluggish demand for forest products in these regions. Biomass-
powered utility plants in Europe are asking for the delivery of more than 5 million
tonnes of wood pellets annually, which are burned to generate electricity. In the urge
to fulfill its commitment to reducing carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions to the
atmosphere, the European Union counts all biomass-energy as carbon-neutral.
Australia would like to do the same.


http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/ockhamsrazor/humans-not-responsible-for-mass-extinction/6550630
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BACKGROUND BRIEFING EXPLORES FORESTS

A burning question [HD] Background Briefi

Click threugh for the full investigation

William H. Schlesinger is dean emeritus of the Nicholas School of the
Environment, Duke University, North Carolina, USA.
http://www.abc.net.au/environment/articles/2015/07/23/4276529.htm
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Climate for change: Chinese plans augur well for
Paris deal

It is highly unlikely that a disastrous split between developed and
developing nations will derail this UN climate change conference.
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EDITORIAL

With other nations showing the way this time, Australia can be caught out with a weak contribution: Tony Abbott
and Chinese President Xi Jinping . Photo: Rob Gniffith

Largely out of self-interest but also with a self-declared "sense of responsibility to fully engage in
global governance", pollution-choked China is transforming from a significant problem for
climate change to becoming part of the solution.

That is good news for Australians but difficult news for the Abbott government, which faces
enormous pressure from voters and our trading partners to do more to tackle climate change.

http://www.smh.com.au/comment/smh-editorial/climate-for-change-
chinese-plans-augur-well-for-paris-deal-20150701-gi29pb.html
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Mining debate rages on

Posted By: Miranda Kenny on 19/07/2015 4:00:00 AM | Comments (D)
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A matter
of opinion

with

Fairfax
Agricultural Media

MINING remains a highly contentious issue for producers across South
Australia, and those further afield.

The federal government's decision to back the controversial Shenhua
Watermark coal mine on the fertile Liverpool Plains, NSW, last week
provoked widespread condemnation from many, most especially as the
announcement came only days after the Agricultural Competitiveness
White Paper was released.

http://www.stockandland.com.au/blogs/a-matter-of-opinion/mining-
debate-rages-on/2738007.aspx
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precious-petals-targeted-research/6518060

Our native forest
regulations need to move
with the times

Janet Rice ABC Environment 20 Jul 2015
; T - Toss 1 . & N ™
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The RFAs governing forestry activities have failed to protect both the industry and the
environment, says Rice. Credit: ABC Environment

The rules governing our native forests, RFAs, were drawn up nearly 20 years ago.
They need to be thoroughly reviewed and updated to reflect the changes in the
forestry industry that have occurred in the last two decades.
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BIT BY BIT, Tony Abbott is dismantling everything scientists are telling us we need
to do to protect our environment and combat climate change. A large chunk of this
destructive agenda is aimed squarely at our native forests.

Senator Janet Rice is the Australian Greens spokesperson for forests

http://www.abc.net.au/environment/articles/2015/07/20/4276518.htm

Fracking subsidies would be better spent
elsewhere

(o ] Anti-fracking protesters in Preston. ‘A team at Cornell University has shown that the greenhouse gas emissions
of shale gas are higher than coal burning.’ Photograph: Paul Ellis/AFP/Getty Images

You quote the chief of the task force on shale gas, Lord Smith of Finsbury, as
saying, “If someone demonstrated that developing this industry (fracking) in the
UK would mean a substantial raising of greenhouse gas emissions, that would be
a showstopper” (“Too soon to decide’ whether fracking is good for UK, 15 July). In
fact, many scientific papers have demonstrated the “substantial raising of

Dr Robin Russell-Jones

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/jul/23/fracking-subsidies-

would-be-better-spent-elsewhere
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LLogging In 21st century Is a
high-tech operation

Nick Roerts ABC Eviroment 21 Jul 2015

Nick Roberts and Dean Kearney from Forestry Corporation NSW in the Bruxner Park
Forest near Coffs Harbour. Credit: Gregg Borschmann (Background Briefing)

Gone are the bad old days of two blokes, a chainsaw and a rough map. Logging in the
21st century is safer, more accurate and more reliable than ever before.

While timber has been harvested from production forests in NSW for generations,
new technology that delivers precision mapping and enables mobile access to real-
time data means today's forestry operations bear little resemblance to those of even 20
years ago.

Nick Roberts is chief executive of Forestry Corporation NSW.

http://www.abc.net.au/environment/articles/2015/07/21/4276506.htm
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Tony Abbott's fight against solar and
wind power in Australia

Recent verbal and policy assanlts on wind energy by the Australian prime
minister undermine the potential of the country’s iencwable energy industry,
1eports The Ape

In the nol too distant past Tony Abbott hopped o his bike and set off for a ride
around Rottnest Island. His path tock him right under the West Australian
island’s sole wind turbine, and accerding to the prime minister this helped him
form the view that windfarms were visually awful, noisy and potentially a health
risk,

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/jul/22/tony-abbotts-fight-against-
solar-and-wind-power-in-australia

Wes King: Foolish to cut
U.S. soil, water

conservation programs


http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/jul/22/tony-abbotts-fight-against-solar-and-wind-power-in-australia
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/jul/22/tony-abbotts-fight-against-solar-and-wind-power-in-australia

In this 2013 file photo, Auburn farmer Dave Moose plants cereal rye seed on his
farm acreage as a winter cover crop. File/The State Journal-Register

Posted 29 June 2015 at 10:06 PM

Food is foundational. Eating is so much more than an isolated act of consumption.
Eating connects and unites us all.

Yet eating — and food and farming, for that matter — are dependent on something
that is even more foundational: clean water and healthy, productive soil.
http://www.sj-r.com/article/20150629/0OPINION/150629497
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Reinvigorating soil performance
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PROACTIVE testing for nematodes could eliminate losses of up to $40 a W={=W:\§:

tonne and set in place a return to soil heaith for the Hamilton family’s

Moora district cropping operation in Western Australia.

Run by Neville and Lyn Hamilton, in conjunction with son Jim, the
enterprise includes almost 3000 hectares of predominantly wheat,

canola and lupin grown under a two cereal-one break regime across a

blend of owned, leased and share farmed country.
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http://www.stockandland.com.au/news/agriculture/general/news/reinvigorating-soil-

performance/2736701.aspx

BL)(md the Perfect Drought:
California’s Real Water Crisis

Tie record breaking drought in California iz not chicfly the result of low
precipitation. Three factars — niag femperahavs, graimanater
depletion, und @ shrinking Colurado River - mean the muost populvus TS,
wate will fuce decudes of weler shortages und must adupi

BY CLEN MACDONALD

Tles varrent drought alflictng Californss 1« indwed historiv, but net becasse
of the low pracipitation totals. In fact, i terms of overall pracipitation and
spring anorpack, the past three years are not recond-breakers, sccording to
weather data tor the past century. Samilzzly, paleoclimate studies show that
the carrent daonght is not sxesptianal given the natuzal varnations in
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Australians fear being
climate change 'lifters’ while
others are 'leaners'

Yvo de Boer, who headed the UN framework convention on climate change, says ‘we
must respect that each shoulder is not able to shoulder the same amount’

. “ >
\
- ~

De Boer, who now heads up the Global Green Growth Institute, says
developing countries will ‘leapfrog’ richer nations when it comes to the use of
renewable energy. Photograph: Keld Navntoft/AFP/Getty Images

Thursday 23 July 2015 17.24 AEST Last modified on Thursday 23 July 2015 17.27
AES

Australians’ biggest fear in tackling climate change is that they are doing the “lifting”
while other countries do the “leaning”, the former head of the United Nations agency
tasked with leading the global response to climate change has said.

Shalailah Medhora is a political reporter for Guardian Australia.

http://www.theguardian.com/profile/shalailah-medhora
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Fred Kirschenmann: Soil — from Dirt to Lifeline (TED video)

Posted November 6, 2014 by Stefan Boone & filed under Soil Biology, Soil Composition, Soll
Conservation, Soil Erosion & Contamination, Soil Rehabilitation, Structure

Fred Kirschenmann has been involved in sustainable agriculture and food issues for most of his
life. He currently serves as both a Distinguished Fellow at the Leopold Center for Sustainable
Agriculture at lowa State University, and as President of the Stone Barns Center for Food and
Agriculture in Pocantico Hills. New York. He also still provides management oversight of his
family's 2,600 acre organic farm in south central North Dakota. He was recently named as one of
the first ten James Beard Foundation Leadership Awards which recognizes visionaries in creating
more healthful, more sustainable, and safer food systems. He is the author of a book of essays
which track the development of his thought over the past 30 years; Cultivating an Ecological
Conscience: Essays by a Farmer Philosopher, published by the University of Kentucky Press.

http://permaculturenews.org/2014/11/06/fred-kirschenmann-soil-dirt-
lifeline-ted-video/



http://permaculturenews.org/2014/11/06/fred-kirschenmann-soil-dirt-lifeline-ted-video/
http://permaculturenews.org/2014/11/06/fred-kirschenmann-soil-dirt-lifeline-ted-video/

- - - T WC
B R . N

.

NP — T—

oy wte o the wersn At e Pereail

W e
¥ Twter
0 Frn
In ieadn

@ Fred

x4

Changing wildlife: this ariicle is par? of a sertes looking al how key species such as detreir

tees, insects and fish respond to envivonmental change, and what this means for P ey

the rest of the planet, . Sauttrzvel Npssarss Seinntet
o Mlaie inemite o TacProigy

Hundreds of metres below the surface of the freezing orean surrounding

Antarctica. the seafloor is teerming with life. The animals living there Diocoeure simmmnest

have no idea that an arnmy s on the brink o invading their tranguil oot st workh b6

enviromment, » Drogat A rond by the Hesaral
v Fundate IRL

http://theconversation.com/the-march-of-the-king-crabs-a-warning-from-

antarctica-43062



http://theconversation.com/the-march-of-the-king-crabs-a-warning-from-antarctica-43062
http://theconversation.com/the-march-of-the-king-crabs-a-warning-from-antarctica-43062

SOIL SCIENCE Homw  Aboul Uy Muritine ship Beanchns  Dawnaans  Carsers
AUSTRALIA

IYS Australian Soil of the Month - July
Ferme Sogic Mesoronhi Yellow Clromosat

Cunmg ihe 2078 Infematcnal Yeur of Soils, eoch murdt we ask 3 sof resedicher %0 sedscl s of ber favouits sl Tim Overheu s the cunent Federdl Fresitem of
S04 SOMnce Aundrades dind Sl Frasienl of Ui Wawsien s $ie Binch T s s vy sy sor saresrv o ) Wesleen Ausiales sl 1z paressunsiy soul ol
sk an AN T reral g erttmizkasm fo wins ADOIF 3005ET S0 = 003 Al MRy WOLK PAMEES COTGINC WS AIRIFAER'S MsT comman 5ol (aekse fmm
the Fake Ceed Sand Indmcuced by Nox Schasnoci 4o 1ast month's fatuned 508,

If you had to choose a special Australlan soll type what would it be?

O, 56 Thm has akady had 3 go 3t (lustrating his

fapcurits sai (a Caizareous Loam for 1he month of Sateuany) 50 why 15 he cetting seccnd Bbe at #c ple’ o
Just vl Unes Sane for th L

Ol OF Sty 7 TOdly B areses 10 Uns & DeCaose s gl ool o8 5 1 Rl Tem's beasst favounis sod yet
RIBDY cxss 10 g 0 Olrve Juing Wi wWitded IN00ES - 1o 3bou
&0 DA A N of AT famas Aepenang o tha penpartion and / ar

AT g LN £
20 Wostem Acstala 35 A ‘grrendy dupiey’ atheegh f ran
cmiact and depth to clay and local fames inoviedos

vorsdeied 10O Le ore ¢
nftw) IS commaonty
angomaraton of tha gravs ¢

L =

http://www.soilscienceaustralia.com.au/iys-projects

Healthy soil
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A Soyuz space capsule carrying a Russian, an Amer...

I ask kids where their food comes from, and they say the supermarket. We
have lost that feeling which connects us directly to the soil. Other than
farming and gardening the soil gets little love. We walk on it, but we don’t
really want to see it in the house or on our shoes. However, soil is the
foundation for food, animal feed, fuel and natural fiber production, the supply
of clean water, nutrient cycling and a range of ecosystem functions. That’s why
the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has declared
2015 the official International Year of Soil to increase awareness and
understanding of the importance of healthy soil for food, security and
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essential ecosystem functions.
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| »‘ “War and pestilence might kill large
numbers of people, but in most cases the
population recovers. But lose the soil and
everything else goes with it.” George Monbiot, published in
the Guardian 25th March 2015
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