
 
 
 

 
 

OPINION: Future Requirements for Soil 
Management 
Dr Doug Edmeades Opinion Thursday, 18 February 2016, 12:20PM  

 
Late last year, December to be exact, the Ministry of Primary Industries released a 
report entitled,  “Future Requirements for Soil Management in New Zealand.” It 
begins with a statement of the obvious; “Soil is fundamental to life on Earth – it 
underpins food, feed, fibre and fuel production.” A nice piece of alliteration for a 
government document, I thought. Perhaps a reminder to remember your four F’s – 
eff-this and eff-that, all squared, of course.  
http://www.farmingshow.com/opinion/dr-doug-edmeades-opinion/opinion-future-
requirements-for-soil-management/ 



 
http://www.smh.com.au/comment/smh-editorial/csiro-cuts-provide-cause-for-pause-
20160219-gmyu63.html 
 

CSIRO cuts: Without climate modelling, 
we won't be able to adapt 
OPINION 
By Tom Quinn  
Updated 5 Feb 2016, 4:28pmFri 5 Feb 2016, 4:28pm  



Photo: CSIRO work is critical to 
our business and environment. (Lucy Barbour)  
A well-resourced CSIRO is crucial if we're going to adapt to climate change. But instead, 
the rug has been pulled out from beneath it, writes Tom Quinn. 

The cuts to climate science positions at the CSIRO that were announced yesterday will 
directly harm our most climate-exposed industries, with flow-on impacts throughout the 
economy. 
Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull must pull the organisation into line, and give it the funding 
necessary to do its job, so that we can end the economic vandalism that is harming our 
economic potential. 
The CSIRO announced that up to 350 positions in the organisation will change, with the 
Oceans and Atmosphere and Land and Water divisions set to be hit hardest. 
There's a growing multi-trillion dollar market for sustainable and climate adaptive business 
models. We should be competing for a share of this global boom, not pulling the rug out from 
the institutions we need to show us how. 
Tom Quinn is the CEO of the Future Business Council. He will be speaking on The Evolution 
of Business at PauseFest in Melbourne on February 8-14. 
 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-02-05/quinn-csiro-cuts-why-we-need-climate-
modelling/7143584 
 

CSIRO cuts will leave us heading forward 
blind 
By Imogen Jubb - posted Wednesday, 10 February 2016 Sign Up for free e-mail updates! 

Cutting climate science is like throwing out your speedometer while driving at full 
speed down a road you have never been down before. We know the direction, but we 
lose our ability to control how fast we are going. So what will be the impact? It 
doesn't take an innovative entrepreneur of a start up to figure it out. 
Yet late last week Larry Marshall, Chief Executive of the CSIRO sent an email to 
staff announcing his plan to decimate the CSIRO's highly revered climate science 



division. The move is incredibly short-sighted and apparently caught even the Prime 
Minister 'blindsided'. 
It seems Abbott climate policies are alive and flourishing in a Turnbull 
government. http://www.onlineopinion.com.au/view.asp?article=18008 
 
 

 
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/ockhamsrazor/science-and-business/7173940 
 
 

Time to raise the bar for N concentrations? 
Dr Doug Edmeades Opinion Tuesday, 3 February 2015, 11:01AM  



 
If you stand back far enough with a fish-eyed perspective you can detect some time-
dependent themes - modus operandi - methods of operation - that have guided the 
development in the pastoral sector over the years. For most of our farming pioneers, 
the initial goal was simply to survive, some did not – they walked the bridge to 
nowhere. This spirit of survival gave way, after World War II, to the production 
mode; more sheep, more cattle, more cows was called progress. Grow two blades of 
grass where previously there was one as Jonathan Swift the Irish author put it. This 
narrative in turn morphed in the 1970s and 1990s to productivity – utilize those two 
blades of grass better - the drive for efficiency was on as farmers consolidated their 
mainly family business. With the introduction of the RMA (1992) the new imperative 
became grow 2 blades of grass, use them efficiently and at the same time, look after 
the environment. Water quality was the primary issue. 
http://www.farmingshow.com/opinion/dr-doug-edmeades-opinion/time-to-raise-the-
bar-for-n-concentrations/ 
 



http://theconversation.com/cuts-to-waternsws-science-staff-will-put-sydneys-water-
quality-at-risk-55313 
 
 

Are we causing longer, more intense 
bushfire seasons? 
OPINION 
By John Connor  
Updated 8 Feb 2016, 3:55pmMon 8 Feb 2016, 3:55pm  



 
Photo: When summer rolls around each year we are faced with the incessant 
distress of raging bushfires around our country. (Dave Hancock: User submitted)  
If you think bushfires are becoming both more common and more fierce, you're right. And 
the science says it's not just because of natural climate variations, writes John Connor. 

Over summer we have yet again witnessed frightening, destructive bushfires in South 
Australia and Western Australia. 
Now, in Tasmania, we face the global tragedy of bushfires continuing to burn in extremely 
vulnerable world heritage alpine old growth forests, incinerating 1,000-year-old trees. Ancient 
ecosystems may be lost forever. 
Each summer we have learned to expect horrific bushfires across southern Australia. I am not 
alone, I am sure, in the creeping sense of dread I experience as the first vision breaks on the 
news, signalling the commencement of what has become known as Australia's annual 
"bushfire season". 
Faced with this annual carnage, and the astonishing efforts of the people who battle these 
fires, many of us with a few decades under our belt can't help but recall times not too long ago 
when these raging infernos didn't seem quite so ubiquitous during summer. 
John Connor is the CEO of The Climate Institute, which released its True or False? Facts 
and Myths About Bushfires and Climate Change fact sheet 
 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-02-08/connor-are-we-causing-longer,-more-
intense-bushfire-seasons/7149044 
 



 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/mar/04/when-it-comes-to-a-shift-to-
low-carbon-energy-key-players-need-a-history-lesson 
 
 



I have recently been made abundantly aware of the lack of field skills among 
biology students, even those who major in ecology. By field skills we mean 
the ability to identify plants and animals, to recognise invasive species and to 
observe the impact of processes such as fire on the landscape. 
http://theconversation.com/identification-of-animals-and-plants-is-an-
essential-skill-set-55450#republish 
 

Profits season: Australia's non-mining 
companies step up to the plate 
OPINION 
By Sheryle Bagwell  
Posted 23 Feb 2016, 2:08pmTue 23 Feb 2016, 2:08pm  



 
Photo: No one knows more about the cyclical nature of business than Qantas. (AAP: 
Paul Miller)  
Australian companies are proving reasonably adept at changing with the times. Maybe it's 
time to stop thinking about Australia as a country owing all its good fortune to mining, 
writes Sheryle Bagwell. 

The big miners thought diversity would save them. But when the prices of all your main 
products get smashed, there can be no escape. 
And so it was for BHP Billiton - the world's largest diversified miner - which today unveiled 
its first loss in 16 years. It fell into the red in the first half of the financial year to the tune of 
$US5.7 billion ($7.8 billion) - a massive 233 per cent fall on the corresponding period. 
 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-02-23/bagwell-australias-non-mining-companies-
step-up-to-the-plate/7192678 
 

Be like the beaver: build more dams 
By Viv Forbes - posted Wednesday, 2 March 2016 Sign Up for free e-mail updates! 

Water is essential for all life, and happily it is abundant on our blue watery planet. 
However, salty oceans cover 70% of Earth's surface and contain 97% of Earth's water. 
Salt water is great for ocean dwellers but not directly useful for most life on land. 
Another 2% of Earth's water is tied up in ice caps, glaciers and permanent snow, 
leaving just 1% as land-based fresh water. 
To sustain life on land, we need to conserve and make good use of this rare 
and elusive resource 
http://www.onlineopinion.com.au/view.asp?article=18062 
 



http://theconversation.com/biopiracy-when-indigenous-knowledge-is-patented-for-
profit-55589 



http://globalsoilweek.org/category/news-and-opinion/page/4 
 



 
 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/planet-oz/2016/feb/24/critical-global-
ocean-monitoring-program-struggling-to-stay-afloat-without-funding-promises-warn-
scientists 
 

Surviving the Anthropocene: What's Next 
for Humanity? 
Jedediah Purdy ABC Religion and Ethics 1 Mar 2016  



 

The Anthropocene will pose unavoidable questions about what life is worth and what 
people owe one another. It will either amplify existing inequality, or set in motion a 
different logic of power. Credit: Science Photo Library / Getty Images  

Jedediah Purdy is Robinson O. Everett Professor of Law at Duke University. His most 
recent book is After Nature: A Politics for the Anthropocene. 

Officially, for the past 11,700 years we have been living in the Holocene epoch. From 
the Greek for "totally new," the Holocene is an eyeblink in geological time. 
In its nearly 12,000 years, plate tectonics has driven the continents a little more than 
half a mile: a reasonably fit person could cover the scale of planetary change in a 
brisk eight-minute walk. 
Jedediah Purdy is Robinson O. Everett Professor of Law at Duke University. He is 
the author of a trilogy of books on American identity and, most recently, After 
Nature: A Politics for the Anthropocene. You can hear him in conversation with 
Waleed Aly and Scott Stephens this week on The Minefield on RN 
http://www.abc.net.au/religion/articles/2016/03/01/4416386.htm 
 



http://theconversation.com/australian-coal-v-renewables-how-much-will-it-
cost-to-bring-electricity-to-indias-poor-55449 
 



http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/ockhamsrazor/curiosity,-the-
mother-of-innovation/7216866 
 

If the science is settled, why do we need 
all these people working at it? 
By Don Aitkin - posted Tuesday, 9 February 2016 Sign Up for free e-mail updates! 

I had hoped to spend more of my time and energy on subjects other than ‘climate 
change’, apart from completing my ‘perspective’ summary. But in the last few days 
there has been some ‘news’ in this domain, and this  article is devoted to it. 
I begin with the email that the CEO of CSIRO, Dr Larry Marshall, sent to his staff, 
letting them know that about 350 jobs would be terminated, a lot of them in the 
‘climate change’ area. That was bad enough, as far as climate botherers were 
concerned. But it was his rationale that really stirred them up. 



“We have spent probably a decade trying to answer the question ‘is the 
climate changing?'” he told Fairfax Media. 
“After Paris that question has been answered. The next question now is what 
do we do about it? The people that were so brilliant at measuring and 
modelling [climate change], they might not be the right people to figure out 
how to adapt to it.” http://www.onlineopinion.com.au/view.asp?article=18007 
 

http://theconversation.com/done-like-a-chicken-dinner-city-fringes-locked-in-
battles-over-broiler-farms-54886 
 
 
 



http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/bigideas/the-silo-effect/7168738 
 



 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/mar/03/world-wildlife-day-
animals-are-being-slaughtered-one-by-one-not-saved-two-by-two 
 



http://theconversation.com/queensland-coal-mines-will-push-threatened-finch-
closer-to-extinction-55646 
 



 
http://theconversation.com/presidential-candidates-offer-sharp-
differences-on-the-future-of-renewable-energy-55473 
 



 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/mar/04/is-el-nino-or-
climate-change-behind-the-run-of-record-temperatures 
 
 



 
http://theconversation.com/it-takes-a-lot-of-water-to-feed-us-but-
recycled-water-could-help-55502 
 
 

“The greatest enemy of knowledge is not 
ignorance, it is the illusion of knowledge.”  
― Daniel J. Boorstin, The Discoverers: A History of Man's Search to Know His 
World and Himself 
 


