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All products based on fossil fuels 
could be made from biomass – Dr 
Philippe Mengal 
17 December 2015 
by Gary Finnegan 
   

 
Biomass is the best way to transform, reuse and recycle carbon dioxide according to Dr Philippe Mengal. 

Image courtesy of Philippe Mengal  

Non-edible biomass could replace petrochemicals in providing energy 
to heat and light our homes, as well as in producing a vast array of 
plastics, lubricants, paints and a host of industrial chemicals, 
according to Dr Philippe Mengal, the recently appointed executive 
director of the Bio-Based Industries Joint Undertaking (BBI JU), a 
public-private partnership between the EU and bio-based industries. 

Using biological material - biomass - to produce energy or materials is 
considered to be a sustainable alternative to fossil fuels, but is there 
competition between this and food production? http://horizon-
magazine.eu/article/all-products-based-fossil-fuels-could-be-made-
biomass-dr-philippe-mengal_en.html 



http://theconversation.com/its-official-2015-was-the-hottest-year-
ever-recorded-53283 



http://globalsoilweek.org/news-and-opinion/some-cautionary-tales-
for-the-international-year-of-soils 

 

Leading a green lifestyle could help 
us be more satisfied – Prof. Ricardo 
García Mira 
04 November 2015 
by Shaoni Bhattacharya 
   





Prof. Ricardo García Mira believes happiness is not dependent on material wellbeing. Image courtesy of 

Prof. Ricardo García Mira 

People will need to lead less materialistic lifestyles if we are to 
transition to a green economy, but the challenge in changing actual 
behaviours and lifestyles lies in overcoming our ingrained notions 
about consumption, success and happiness.  

That's according to Ricardo García Mira from the University of A 
Coruña in Spain, who is leading an EU-funded project looking at how 
to encourage people to behave in a pro-environmental 
manner. http://horizon-magazine.eu/article/leading-green-lifestyle-
could-help-us-be-more-satisfied-prof-ricardo-garc-mira_en.html 



http://theconversation.com/little-shop-of-horrors-the-australian-
plants-that-can-kill-you-50842 

 



http://theconversation.com/eyes-down-how-setting-our-sights-on-
soil-could-help-save-the-climate-51514 



http://knowledge4food.net/land-rights-are-crucial-but-not-the-
ultimate-solution/ 

 



http://theconversation.com/five-trends-that-will-define-the-worlds-
forests-in-2016-53154 

Choose an interesting question and 
go after it with gusto – Prof. Nicola 
Spaldin 
18 August 2015 

KEY THEME: WOMEN IN SCIENCE  
by Joanna Roberts 
   





By the time she retires, Prof. Nicola Spaldin would like to have made a room temperature 

superconductor. Credit: Körber-Stiftung, Friedrun Reinhold 

Young researchers should pick a question they are really interested 
in, and then go after it with gusto, says materials scientist Professor 
Nicola Spaldin, who has been named winner of the 2015 Körber 
European Science Prize which honours outstanding scientists working 
in Europe. 

You’re working on making materials that are magnetic 
(ferromagnetic) and also have a so-called electric dipole moment, 
whereby they have both a positive and a negative charge 
(ferroelectric). Why? 

http://horizon-magazine.eu/article/choose-most-interesting-question-world-
and-go-after-it-gusto-prof-nicola-spaldin_en.html 



http://theconversation.com/science-can-drive-the-sustainability-of-our-
precious-soils-water-and-oceans-43641 

http://knowledge4food.net/farmers-are-cherishing-their-trees-again/ 



http://theconversation.com/heading-north-how-the-export-boom-is-shaking-
up-australias-gas-market-52963 



http://globalsoilweek.org/areas-of-work/sustainable-land-management/soil-
restoration-climate-change-adaptation-mitigation-food-security 

 



http://theconversation.com/a-fine-balance-saving-australias-unique-wildlife-
in-a-contested-land-52703 

 

Open science should help us to 
question innovation – Professor 
Alan Irwin 
by Ben Deighton 
   



 
Professor Alan Irwin believes open science can raise questions about what science is for, what it is 

leading to, and what kind of innovations we want to have. Photo courtesy of Alan Irwin 

Open science should mean that citizens have the chance to put 
questions to scientists and have a say on the kind of innovations that 
are being funded, according to Professor Alan Irwin from the 
Copenhagen Business School. 

What examples of open science do you see happening already? 
http://horizon-magazine.eu/article/open-science-should-help-us-
question-innovation-professor-alan-irwin_en.html 



http://theconversation.com/ants-bees-and-wasps-the-venomous-
australians-with-a-sting-in-their-tails-51024 

 

Opinion: Enough 'Anthropocene' 
nonsense – we already know the 
world is in crisis 



18 January 2016 by James Scourse, The Conversation  

We don’t need future geological evidence to tell us nuclear tests are bad. 
Credit: US Department of Defence  

At a public seminar at a respected university in Scandinavia on how to promote 
cross-disciplinary research last year, the dean of one of the faculties passed the 
comment that "now we are living in the Anthropocene, everything we see around 
us, everything in our environment, we realise is the result of human activity".  

Read more at: http://phys.org/news/2016-01-opinion-anthropocene-
nonsense-world-crisis.html#jCp 

Research papers will be free to 
access, eventually – Nature’s Philip 
Campbell 
by Ben Deighton 
   



 
Governments could use the money spent on journal subscriptions to pay instead for publishing research 

papers, according to Nature Editor-in-Chief Philip Campbell. Image Credit: World Economic 

Forum/Sebastian Derungs 

Researchers and funding agencies will foot the cost of publishing 
academic papers rather than readers, as academic journals adapt to a 
world in which open access becomes increasingly important, 
according to Nature Editor-in-Chief Philip Campbell. http://horizon-
magazine.eu/article/research-papers-will-be-free-access-eventually-
nature-s-philip-campbell_en.html 



http://theconversation.com/expectations-and-harsh-reality-why-
bushfire-warnings-fail-53050 

 

Sustainable food, materials, and 
energy will flow from a technology-
driven bioeconomy - Professor Erik 
Mathijs 
19 June 2015 
by Catherine Collins  
   



 
Having a bioeconomy is one of the best ways to provide the world with enough food, materials, 

chemicals and energy, says Prof. Erik Mathijs.  

A strong bioeconomy, which uses technology to maximise the use of 
renewable resources, is the best way to ensure the sustainable 
production of food, materials, chemicals, and energy, according to 
Professor Erik Mathijs, chair of the foresight expert group for the 
Standing Committee on Agricultural Research, which presented its 
fourth foresight report at Expo Milano http://horizon-
magazine.eu/article/sustainable-food-materials-and-energy-will-
flow-technology-driven-bioeconomy 

Hanley: Healthy soil vital to 
our future 

Paul Hanley, Saskatoon StarPhoenix 
More from Paul Hanley, Saskatoon StarPhoenix  
Published on: 4 January 2016 |  



Farmers work in a field south of Delisle. Gord Waldner / The StarPhoenix  

ShareAdjustCommentPrint 

The International Year of Soils has ended, but the struggle to save our most 
important and endangered resource has just begun. 

The UN Food and Agriculture Organization published the first-ever global 
assessment of soil conditions, with the key message that the majority of the 
world’s soil resources are only in fair, poor or very poor state. 
http://thestarphoenix.com/opinion/columnists/0104-edit-hanley-col 



How Wikipedia's silent coup ousted 
our traditional sources of 
knowledge 
15 January 2016 by Heather Ford, University Of Leeds, The Conversation  

Happy 15th birthday Wikipedia! Credit: Beko, CC BY-SA  

As Wikipedia turns 15, volunteer editors worldwide will be celebrating with 
themed cakes and edit-a-thons aimed at filling holes in poorly covered topics. It's 
remarkable that a user-editable encyclopedia project that allows anyone to edit has 
got this far, especially as the website is kept afloat through donations and the 
efforts of thousands of volunteers. But Wikipedia hasn't just become an important 
and heavily relied-upon source of facts: it has become an authority on those facts.  

Read more at: http://phys.org/news/2016-01-wikipedia-silent-coup-ousted-
traditional.html#jCp 



http://theconversation.com/we-could-reduce-pest-carp-in-australian-rivers-using-
a-disease-that-came-from-israel-53492 

 



http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/ockhamsrazor/the-zillion-dollar-
city/6991260 

North Korea bomb test: Kim Jong-Un 
is riding a tiger he dares not dismount 
OPINION 
By Damien Kingsbury  
Updated 8 Jan 2016, 10:41amFri 8 Jan 2016, 10:41am  



 
 
Photo: North Korean leader Kim Jong-un delivers an address in Pyongyang. 
(Reuters/KCNA)  
The world has every reason to be concerned that North Korea's belligerent behaviour 
might tip over into active aggression. But Kim Jong-Un's threats are really about 
keeping control, writes Damien Kingsbury. 

North Korea's claimed success in testing a hydrogen bomb - a thermonuclear weapon 
significantly more powerful than an atomic bomb - has set the world on edge. 

Damien Kingsbury is Professor of International Politics at Deakin University. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-01-08/kingsbury-kim-jong-un-is-riding-a-tiger-he-cant-
dismount/7075830 

Opinion: What science can tell us 
about the 'world's largest sapphire' 



7 January 2016 by Simon Redfern, University Of Cambridge, The Conversation  

How did the Star of Adam grow so big? Credit: BBC  

The "Star of Adam", recently found in a mine in Sri Lanka, is believed to be the 
biggest sapphire ever discovered. It weighs in at over 1,404 carats, that's around 
280g or just under ten ounces. But what do we know about the formation of this 
remarkable gemstone – and how could it grow so huge?  

Read more at: http://phys.org/news/2016-01-opinion-science-world-largest-
sapphire.html#jCp 

Nuclear deal success: Iran has proven 
the critics wrong 
OPINION 
By Amin Saikal  
Posted Mon at 3:54pmMon 18 Jan 2016, 3:54pm  

YouTube: John Kerry talks about "implementation day" of Iran deal  
The Islamic government of Iran has clearly demonstrated that when it comes to its 
interests, it is flexible enough to put its pragmatic needs before its ideological stance, 
writes Amin Saikal. 

The successful implementation of the nuclear deal signed between the Islamic Republic 
of Iran and the five permanent members of the UN Security Council and Germany (P5+1) 
last July is a powerful testimony to what diplomacy can achieve. 



Amin Saikal is Distinguished Professor of Political Science and Public Policy Fellow at 
the Australian National University, and author of Iran at the Crossroads (Cambridge: 
Polity Press, 2016). 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-01-18/saikal-us-iranian-relations-enter-a-new-
phase/7095270 

http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/ockhamsrazor/worms-glorious-worms/6990848 

We should prepare for climate change: 
Professor Bob Carter 1942-2016 

By Jennifer Marohasy - posted Thursday, 21 January 2016

Outspoken critic of catastrophic global warming theory, Bob Carter, died in 
Townsville on Tuesday (19 January, 2016) aged 74. Professor Carter did not like the 
term sceptic, he considered himself a rationalist, and popular usage of the term 



'climate change' a tautology. As he wrote frequently: the geological record tells us that 
climate always changes. In Professor Carter's passing we have lost a person who 
believed in value-free science. 

About the Author 

Jennifer Marohasy is a senior fellow with the Institute for Public Affairs. 

http://www.onlineopinion.com.au/view.asp?article=17969 

 



http://www.hpj.com/opinion/a-better-soil-bank/article_c056a6ee-5d00-52b6-
9d28-f881acea5037.html 

 



http://globalsoilweek.org/areas-of-work/transforming-cities/why-current-
sustainability-strategies-dont-work 

 

Soil cycles water and elements and 
transforms energy and matter. Paraphrased from G-
Soil Blog 



 

 

 

 

 


