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Land and Water sign 
Posted 17 Mar 2015, 7:55amTue 17 Mar 2015, 7:55am 

Those involved in the 'gas field free' declaration at Gunnedah formed a human sign that was photographed from the air. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-03-17/land-and-water-signjpg/6324382 

Stability is crucial for Australian scientific 

success 
OPINION 

By Brian Schmidt 

Posted Fri at 2:49pmFri 20 Mar 2015, 2:49pm 

 

Photo: To reap the benefits of science, society needs patience. (Yang Zongyou, file photo: AAP) 

Funding uncertainty makes it much harder for Australia to attract and retain research talent. One 

story about a disappearing job very nearly put me off ever coming to this beautiful country, writes 

Nobel laureate Brian Schmidt. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-03-17/land-and-water-signjpg/6324382
http://www.abc.net.au/news/brian-schmidt/4883810
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The potential carnage of turning off Australia's science research infrastructure has been postponed for 

at least another year. 

Amid a great clamour from the research and business communities, Education Minister Christopher 

Pyne agreed to not make funding for the National Collaborative Research Infrastructure Strategy 

(NCRIS) program contingent on savings from his proposed higher education reforms. 

It's a win, but it's not the first time we've had to fight to continue advancing knowledge, and it almost 

certainly won't be the last. Do we really want the nation's brightest scientists wasting their time and 

energy on repeatedly convincing governments it's worthwhile to continue to invest in projects and 

work that's reaped significant economic rewards for Australia and made huge improvements to the 

lives and lifestyles of people the world over? 

There is a better way. 

Professor Brian Schmidt AC FAA is Australian Research Council Laureate Fellow and astrophysicist 

at the Australian National University's Mount Stromlo Observatory. In 2011, he won a Nobel Prize 

for his work showing that the expansion of the universe is accelerating. He is a member of the 

Commonwealth Science Council and the Council of the Australian Academy of Science. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-03-20/schmidt-stability-is-crucial-for-australian-scientific-

success/6335462 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xRXtQUVNzqs 

Abbot Point opposition will need to 

switch tracks 
Sara Phillips ABC Environment 11 Mar 2015  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9yPjoh9YJMk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xRXtQUVNzqs


 

The Queensland Government's map shows the T2 area where Abbot Point dredge spoil would 

be dumped.  

With environmentalists concerns about dredge spoil having largely been addressed, they will 

need a new strategy to keep the public interested. 

Bowing to public pressure, the newly installed Queensland government has changed its plans 

for the Abbot Point port development near Bowen. 

Previously, owners of the port, Adani, had wanted to massively expand the existing port to 

make room for a flotilla of ships which would be exporting coal dug from the Gaililee Basin, 

a few hundred kilometres inland. To do this, Adani needed to extend the jetty and dredge the 

sea floor. Adani proposed to dump the dredge spoil at sea. 

http://www.abc.net.au/environment/articles/2015/03/11/4195803.htm 

Keeping Australian native animals as 

pets is a good idea 
Michael Archer ABC Environment 19 Mar 2015  

http://www.abc.net.au/environment/articles/2015/03/11/4195803.htm


 

How could you say no to this little face?  

Yesterday David Leyonhjelm suggested keeping Australian native animals as pets to stave off 

extinction. It's an idea Mike Archer has been advocating for years. 

WITH SENATOR David Leyonhjelm's remarks to parliament yesterday advocating the 

keeping of native animals as pets, I thought it timely to share my own experience of living 

with a quoll.  http://www.abc.net.au/environment/articles/2015/03/19/4200500.htm 

This isn't a vision for a fair and prosperous 

society 
OPINION 

By John Hewson 

Posted 9 Mar 2015, 2:58pmMon 9 Mar 2015, 2:58pm 

 

Photo: Is it reasonable that the most disadvantaged in our society should be expected to do the heavy lifting? (AAP) 

Australia needs a long-term economic plan which acknowledges the challenge of climate change 

and recognises that "debt and deficits" can't be avoided through welfare cuts alone, writes John 

Hewson. 

Most Australians would now accept that our future, as a nation, is in the Asia/Pacific region. Many 

key nations in this region strategise and plan in terms of generations. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-03-18/leyonhjelm-pushes-for-quolls-to-replace-cats-as-pets/6329674
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Yet our political system is disturbingly short-term in its focus, such that we seem to operate day-to-

day, or through to the next budget, or, at best, to the next election. 

This is one reason why Intergenerational Reports can be so important, at least in as far as it develops, 

compares, and drives a national community debate, around different scenarios for the possible 

development of our society, stretching out some 40 years. 

John Hewson is Professor in the Crawford School ANU and former leader of the Liberal Party and 

the federal opposition. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-03-09/hewson-this-isnt-a-vision-for-a-fair-and-prosperous-

society/6290952 

Plan for the future, don't squabble over the 

past 
OPINION 

By Ian Verrender 

Posted Mon at 8:29amMon 23 Mar 2015, 8:29am 

 

Photo: Australian workers are fleeing the mines in their thousands. (Carmen Brown) 

The growth engine is sputtering, the labour force is changing and unskilled workers are in the 

crosshairs - so it would be comforting to think we were governed by leaders looking to the future, 

writes Ian Verrender. 

The numbers speak for themselves. 

Australian workers are fleeing the mines in their thousands. But the hollowed out Australian economy 

no longer has the manufacturing base to absorb them. 

Ian Verrender is the ABC's business editor. A journalist for more than 30 years, Verrender spent 25 years at The Sydney 

Morning Herald in a variety of roles including senior writer and business editor. He joined Business Spectator and Eureka 

Report in 2012 and joined the ABC in 2014. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-03-23/verrender-plan-for-the-future-dont-squabble-over-

the-past/6339698 
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Greenies are holding up a clean 

energy future by opposing nuclear 
Sean Edwards ABC Environment 18 Mar 2015  

 

A nuclear power plant in Gosgen, Switzerland.  

The environmental, scientific, economic, philosophical and moral arguments stack up: it's 

time for South Australia to embrace nuclear power. 

Nowadays anti-nuclear activists are among the greatest obstacles to the planet's 

environmental healing. 

Try as they might, they can't meaningfully oppose nuclear power on environmental grounds. 

That's because nuclear reactors produce no emissions that contribute to global warming, acid 

rain or smog. In fact, the life-cycle emissions of nuclear energy rank alongside those of 

renewables but unlike renewables, nuclear energy can actually provide base load power. 

Sean Edwards is a Liberal senator for South Australia. 

http://www.abc.net.au/environment/articles/2015/03/18/4199992.htm 

Nuke the nuclear suggestion 
Steve Campbell ABC Environment 12 Feb 2010  

http://www.senatoredwards.com.au/
http://www.abc.net.au/environment/articles/2015/03/18/4199992.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/reslib/201003/r524811_2939151.jpg


 

Nuclear power is a suggestion that belongs to the past. The future is renewables. Credit: 

iStockphoto  

Claims of nuclear's ability to reduce greenhouse gas emissions are vastly overstated. 

Bolstered by the climate change debate and a recent poll which showed that one in two 

Australians believe the Government should consider nuclear power as a means of reducing 

carbon pollution, the debate over nuclear power has once again reared its head. 

Steve Campbell is head of campaigns for Greenpeace. 

http://www.abc.net.au/environment/articles/2010/02/12/2818334.htm 

 

http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/ockhamsrazor/energy-and-nuclear-

power/6261352 
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A massive increase in coal mining is a cause for 

concern 
EDITORIAL 

Premier Mike Baird is very open about his plan to privatise the state's poles and wires. 

While the plan is unpopular, he is trusting voters will see the benefits of more infrastructure outweighing the risks 
of loss of revenue and loss of control over what could be an important asset in driving NSW towards a greener 
economy in years to come. 

What voters know less about is an issue just as dangerous politically for Mr Baird. 

Behind the scenes, his government seems to be preparing the way for a massive increase in the state's coal 
production, in largely agricultural land in the Upper Hunter Valley. Like the electricity proposal, the nascent coal 
agenda is also likely to be unpopular in the electorate, and not just locally.  
http://www.smh.com.au/comment/smh-editorial/a-massive-increase-in-coal-mining-is-a-cause-for-concern-
20150303-13tuqn.html 
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http://www.abc.net.au/am/content/2015/s4195970.htm 

A Crisis at NCRIS – Australia’s Science Infrastructure 
under Threat. 

By Guest Contributor 

Posted: March 11, 2015 

by Ginny Barbour 

 

The Murchison Widefield Array. Image credit: Natasha Hurley-Walker/Wikimedia 

There’s a high-stakes game of chicken currently being played out in Australia that 

has everyone who uses science infrastructure (that’s, well, pretty much every scientist then) in 

Australia biting their nails with anxiety. The issue is this. The government of Prime Minister 

Tony Abbot has had a woeful year in attempting to get its budget passed. One after another, the 

key issues that were laid before the Parliament last year have been either voted down, or not even 

made it to a vote. Almost the last one, an attempt to reform higher education funding – 

something that everyone agrees needs to happen, just not how – is now the subject of frenzied 

http://www.abc.net.au/am/content/2015/s4195970.htm
http://blogs.plos.org/biologue/author/guestcontributor/
http://blogs.plos.org/biologue/files/2015/03/Murchison-Widefield-Array.jpg


negotiations. But the bizarre issue is this – somehow this higher education reform has been tied 

to continued funding for science infrastructure – specifically the National Collaborative Research 

Infrastructure Strategy (NCRIS) – and this money comes directly from the federal government. 

http://blogs.plos.org/biologue/2015/03/11/a-crisis-at-ncris/ 

Farmers talk drought: preparation, climate 

change and ideal government policy 
OPINION 

ABC Rural 

By Warwick Long 

26 

Updated Mon at 11:52amMon 23 Mar 2015, 11:52am 

Photo: 

Words of drought created from our farmer forum participants answers. (Warwick Long (via Wordle)) 

At any point in time, somewhere in Australia a farmer is likely to be dealing with drought. 

What is it like? How do you cope? And is government support for drought affected farmers helping? 

We asked four farmers for their personal experiences of drought. They include: 

 Angus Whyte, Livestock grazier, Wentworth in New South Wales 

 Rob Warburton, Sheep, grains and wildflowers, Kojonup in Western Australia 

 Dianne Bowles, Dairy farmer, Mead in Victoria 
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 Corey Blacksell, Grain grower, Pinnaroo in South Australia 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-03-12/drought-farmer-forum/6292876 

AgForce must come clean on CSG  
Posted By: Brad Cooper on 23/10/2014 3:30:00 AM | Comments (2) 

 

 

 

 

2  

 

If landholders thought they had it bad under the current climate, they ain’t seen nothing yet! 

 

AN ominous warning was sounded to Queensland landholders this month, alerting those on 

the agriculture and mining belts that peak production of coal seam gas (CSG) is yet to occur.  

In short, if landholders thought they had it bad under the current climate, they ain’t seen 

nothing yet!  http://www.stockjournal.com.au/blogs/a-matter-of-opinion/agforce-must-come-

clean-on-csg/2715577.aspx 
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http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/ockhamsrazor/the-rise-of-basic-science-in-
china/6328688 

Christopher Pyne's last chance for fair university fee 

reforms  

Without limits on fee increases, the government is proposing a potentially unreasonable and unfair use of policy 
power. 

EDITORIAL 

Having all but grasped defeat from the jaws of victory, Education Minister Christopher Pyne has been forced into 
an embarrassing backdown to try to rescue his university fee deregulation plans. 

Even that won't be enough, though. The minister will need to compromise further to improve the plan's fairness 
and to examine the sustainability of quality university education as part of a holistic review, not just as an 
ideologically driven thought bubble.  

On Monday Mr Pyne promised to decouple fee deregulation from a planned 20 per cent cut in university grants. 
This $1.9 billion saving will be dealt with after the budget, although many believe it is dead and buried already. If 
so, the pressure on universities to raise fees exorbitantly under deregulation may ease.  
http://www.smh.com.au/comment/smh-editorial/christopher-pynes-last-chance-for-fair-university-fee-reforms-
20150316-1lzyll.html 
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http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/bigideas/optimism-or-pessimism/6221344 

Ignore the scare campaign about privatisation 
OPINION 

By Tony Wood 

Posted yesterday at 12:31pmMon 23 Mar 2015, 12:31pm 

 

Photo: Liddell power station (Mick Tsikas: Reuters) 

The shadow of the Queensland election hangs over Premier Mike Baird's campaign for 

privatisation, but New South Wales has nothing to fear and much to gain from this reform, writes 

Tony Wood. 

http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/bigideas/optimism-or-pessimism/6221344
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After years of prevarication by his predecessors on both sides of politics, New South Wales Premier 

Mike Baird wants to privatise electricity network assets as a way to fund investment in other new 

infrastructure. 

But, hanging over Premier Baird's campaign for privatisation is the shadow of the Queensland 

election where retention of government ownership was seen as key factor in the Labor win. Now, the 

NSW Labor Opposition is strongly campaigning with claims that privatisation will mean higher 

electricity prices and a less reliable network with more blackouts. Neither of these claims stands up to 

an examination of the evidence. 

Tony Wood is energy program director at the Grattan Institute. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-03-23/wood-ignore-the-scare-campaign-about-

privatisation/6340294 
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Conservation cropping leader  
LINDSAY CAMPBELL AND ANDREW MARSHALL 

21 Mar, 2015 04:00 AM 
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Mr Crofts was largely responsible for developing the practice of sod-seeding 

 

Frank Crofts lecturing at Wirra Walla in 1966. 

FRANK Crofts was a distinguished agricultural scientist and inspiring university teacher 

whose career achieved huge savings in fuel and water for Australian croppers. 

http://www.theland.com.au/news/agriculture/general/opinion/conservation-cropping-

leader/2726864.aspx 
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Agricultural movement tackles 

challenges of a warming world 

By Lisa Palmer - posted Wednesday, 11 February 2015  

Rice is a thirsty crop. Yet for the past three years, Alberto Mejia has been trying to reduce the 

amount of water he uses for irrigation on his 1,100-acre farm near Ibague in the tropical, 

central range of the Colombian Andes. 

He now plants new kinds of rice that require less water. He floods his paddies with greater 

precision and has installed gauges that measure the moisture content of the soil. On a daily 

basis he can determine how much nitrogen the plants need, and he relies on more advanced 

weather forecasting to plan when to fertilize, water, and harvest the grain.  

Lisa Palmer is a freelance journalist and a public policy scholar at The Woodrow Wilson 

Center in Washington, D.C. She reports on energy, climate change, the environment, and 

sustainable business for publications such as Slate, Scientific American, and The Guardian. 

Previously for e360 

http://www.onlineopinion.com.au/view.asp?article=17080 
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Agriculture Has a Science 
Problem 
Several recent findings, particularly on nutrition, have sowed confusion. 

By Jerry Hagstrom 

 Follow on Twitter 

 

+ 

Should low-income people be allowed to use government benefits to buy white potatoes? The answer keeps 

changing.(Joe Raedle/Getty Images) 

Agricultural science is in trouble. 

Everyone in agriculture—from farmers, to agribusiness executives, to the professors who 

conduct agricultural research—says that decisions ranging from what to eat to settling 

international trade conflicts should be based on science. 

http://www.nationaljournal.com/outside-influences/agriculture-has-a-science-problem-20150224 

Where's the plan to confront technological 

change? 
OPINION 

By Jim Chalmers 

Posted 9 Mar 2015, 12:28pmMon 9 Mar 2015, 12:28pm 

http://www.nationaljournal.com/reporters/bio/78
https://twitter.com/hagstromreport
http://www.nationaljournal.com/outside-influences/agriculture-has-a-science-problem-20150224
http://www.abc.net.au/news/jim-chalmers/4534420


 

Photo:Technological change can create more opportunities than it destroys if we plan for it properly. (Reuters: Mick Tsikas, 

file photo) 

Today's economists are asking us to embrace technology and prosper from it, despite the challenges 

to our labour market. So where are the Government's forward-thinking policies, asks Jim 

Chalmers. 

In economic debates, people rarely use the term "Luddite" as a compliment. If anything the mention 

of Luddism or neo-Luddism is a kind of economic Godwin's Law, casting the prospect of any kind of 

reasonable debate out the window. 

But in recent months, and now in the wake of the Government's Intergenerational Report (IGR) 

released last week, there has been resurgence in the use of the term in the global and domestic press. 

But deeper reflection suggests that use of the term in this way does not give full justice to an 

important discussion of the impact of technology on our future workforce and economy - a discussion 

largely absent from the IGR. 

The original Luddites date to the 1770s, when tech-rebels led by Ned Ludd mounted an attack on 

emerging technology. In 1779, after a whipping for idleness, he destroyed two weaving frames that he 

blamed for his unemployment. 

Jim Chalmers is the member for Rankin and the Parliamentary Secretary to the Leader of the 

Opposition, and for Trade and Investment. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-03-09/chalmers-wheres-the-plan-to-confront-technological-

change/6289968 
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What does the nuclear lobby want, 

for South Australia? 

By Noel Wauchope - posted Thursday, 19 March 2015  

In South Australia, a government appointed panel is considering the Terms of Reference for a 

Royal Commission into expanding South Australia's nuclear industry. So far, the membership 

of this panel has not been made public, with the exception of the Head of the Commission, 

Kevin Scarce, former Governor of South Australia. Mr Scarce has already expressed support 

for nuclear industry expansion. 

In the meantime, there have been numerous articles published, promoting the cause of 

nuclear expansion. Most of this publicity has appeared in South Australian media. The 

nuclear promotion in South Australia comes mainly, but not entirely, from South Australians. 

Nuclear technology marketers in Canada, USA, and UK take a keen interest in Australia . At 
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the end of this article, I will note some of the most recent prominent promoters. 

http://www.onlineopinion.com.au/view.asp?article=17185 

The TPP has the potential for real harm 
OPINION 

By Ian Verrender 

Updated 16 Mar 2015, 8:55amMon 16 Mar 2015, 8:55am 

 

Photo: Andrew Robb hopes to ink yet another trade deal, his fourth since being elected to 

government just 18 months ago (AAP: Alan Porritt) 

Most free trade agreements deliver little in the way of benefits, apart from photo 

opportunities for politicians, but the highly secretive Trans-Pacific Partnership has the 

potential for real harm in Australia, writes Ian Verrender. 

You can almost picture it. 

Palms swaying gently in a breeze laden with the heady scent of plumeria, a troupe of women 

in grass skirts, hips gyrating to the intoxicating rhythm of ukuleles and the soulful sounds of a 

Polynesian choir as the sun sinks beneath the Pacific in a riot of ever darkening orange. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-03-16/verrender-the-tpp-has-the-potential-for-real-

harm/6321538 
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'Love that Moves the Sun': 

Catholicism's Deeper Ecology - A 

Response to Clive Hamilton 
Mary Taylor ABC Religion and Ethics Updated 17 Mar 2015 (First posted 16 Mar 2015)  

 

Every violation of solidarity and civic friendship harms the environment, just as 

environmental deterioration upsets relations in society. Whenever nature is pitted against 

persons, both suffer. Credit: shutterstock  

Few people over the centuries have had the confidence, or perhaps the chutzpah, to publicly 
prognosticate on what a papal encyclical would say. 

But the ascension of Pope Francis has been accompanied by the rise of an entire industry 

devoted to ripping his words from their contexts, putting words in his mouth, or applying 

convoluted hermeneutics to tease out what he "really" means. As a result, speculation about 

his upcoming ecological encyclical has reached fever pitch.  

Mary Taylor is a consulting editor of Communio: International Catholic Review. She 

received a master's degree from Yale Divinity School and a doctorate in philosophy from the 

Universidad Rey Juan Carlos in Spain. An earlier version of portions of this article appeared 

in the Winter 2011 issue of Communio: International Catholic Review.  

http://www.abc.net.au/religion/articles/2015/03/16/4198771.htm 

The Sacrament of Creation: What 

Can We Expect from Pope Francis's 

Ecological Encyclical? 
Clive Hamilton ABC Religion and Ethics Updated 4 Mar 2015 (First posted 3 Mar 2015)  
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Francis calls for a new model of development that "knows how to respect creation" in place 

of the growth-at-any-cost mentality used to justify the wholesale degradation of the natural 

world. Credit: giulio napolitano / Shutterstock  

Pope Francis has made no secret of his conviction that human-induced climate change, along 

with other forms of environmental degradation, represents a grave threat to humanity's future. 

At times he even speaks in quasi-apocalyptic terms: "Let us not allow omens of destruction 

and death to accompany the advance of this world!" 

His forthcoming "ecological encyclical" - expected around the middle of this year - is shaping 

up as a decisive intervention. We can surmise that he hopes it will help turn the world away 

from a path of self-destruction.  

Clive Hamilton is Professor of Public Ethics at the Centre for Applied Philosophy and Public 

Ethics, Charles Sturt University, Canberra. His most recent book is Earthmasters: The Dawn 

of the Age of Climate Engineering. He wishes to acknowledge his debt to Canon Scott 

Cowdell for his advice and comments, as well as to the Right Reverend Stephen Pickard and 

Professor Wayne Hudson for their helpful discussions. 

http://www.abc.net.au/religion/articles/2015/03/03/4190521.htm 

 

We live in a society exquisitely dependent on science 
and technology, in which hardly anyone knows 
anything about science and technology. -- Carl Sagan 
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