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Good neighbours say no to CSG  

29 Jan. 2015, 9:14 a.m. 

Dear Editor,  

The news that AGL has suspended operations at its Gloucester CSG (coal seam gas) test well site (The 

Australian, January 28) should give Moree landowners pause for thought.  

The reason given for AGL pausing operations is the detection of petroleum-related chemicals BTEX 

(benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, and xylenes) in flow-back water around the well site.  

These are the same volatile organic compounds that cause the kind of central nervous system damage we 

usually associate with petrol-sniffing.  http://www.moreechampion.com.au/story/2848074/good-neighbours-

say-no-to-csg/ 

What happened to the lobbyists who tried to 

reshape the US view of climate change? 
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In 1998 major fossil fuel companies put $2m behind a plan that would effectively fuel the fires of climate 

science scepticism among the American public. We reveal where the 12 people behind that plan are now 

 

 

This Jan. 16, 2015, file photo shows pumpjacks operating at the Kern River Oil Field in Bakersfield, California. 

Photograph: Jae C. Hong/AP 

Graham Readfearn 

Friday 27 February 2015 23.50 AEDT 

In early 1998, some of the biggest fossil fuel companies in the world were hatching a plan to hijack the 

science of human-caused global warming. 

Representatives from major fossil fuel corporations and industry groups had joined forces with operatives 

from major conservative think tanks and public relations experts to draft what they called their Global 

Climate Science Communications (GCSC) plan. 
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The Guardian view on food security: if the 

dreamers lose, we face a nightmare 

Editorial 

Less food for more people on a hotter, drier Earth. How can we work to avoid this future? 
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A Leicestershire wheat field. 'A team has calculated that average yields of wheat per field, which only two decades 

ago were rising rapidly, are now down 2.5%, and barley by 3.8%. In each case, the scientists identify climate change 

as a contributing factor.' Photograph: Andrew Matthews/PA 

Monday 2 March 2015 06.36 AEDTLast modified on Monday 2 March 2015 11.05 AEDT 

By the time nations once again get round a table in Paris in December to discuss climate change, hunger 

should be on the menu. Researchers have just warned that a new and aggressive strain of yellow rust fungus 

is now a threat to Britain’s wheat harvest. Another team has calculated that average yields of wheat per field, 

which only two decades ago were rising rapidly, are now down 2.5%, and barley by 3.8%. In each case, the 

scientists identify climate change as a contributing factor. Global warming has barely begun but climate 

scientists have been warning about the consequences for food security for 30 years. 
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http://theconversation.com/china-farming-boom-has-left-ecosystems-in-danger-of-total-collapse-38058 

 

Dr Liz Hanna is Fellow at the National Centre for Epidemiology & Population Health, ANU and President 

Climate and Health Alliance. 

http://www.abc.net.au/environment/articles/2015/02/24/4185989.htm 
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Under the sun: Australia's largest solar farm set to 

sprout in a Queensland field 

A sea of glass panels may soon be sprawling across a paddock in Queensland’s Darling Downs cranking out 

two gigawatts of energy – 100 times more than the largest solar farm in Australia today – and a former top 

flight barrister is the unusual shining light behind its development 

 

 

A 20MW solar farm constructed on land in California’s central valley – the Bulli Creek solar farm would be 100 times 

as large as this installation. Photograph: Proehl Studios/Corbis 

Joshua Robertson 

Monday 2 March 2015 10.14 AEDTLast modified on Monday 2 March 2015 12.24 AEDT 

As a barrister acting in some Australia’s biggest defamation cases, Angus Gemmell encountered power in 

various forms: political, military, celebrity. 

He killed off rumours bedevilling rising political stars in Canberra. He acted for defence intelligence chief 

Frank Lewincamp against the Bulletin over stories on Indonesia and the East Timor crisis, in a case where 

generals Peter Cosgrove and Angus Houston gave evidence. He won the largest damages ever awarded by a 

judge, $385,000, for rugby league player Mark McGaw over false Today Tonight stories of domestic 

violence. http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/mar/02/under-the-sun-australias-largest-solar-

farm-set-to-sprout-in-a-queensland-field 
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Berries and hepatitis: the high cost of doing 

business 

OPINION 

By ABC's Alan Kohler 

Posted Thu at 3:48pmThu 26 Feb 2015, 3:48pm 

 

Photo: The frozen berry issue could be a game changing event for labelling laws. (ABC News) 

The calamity of people apparently contracting hepatitis from frozen berries is partly a consequence of Australia's 

high cost of doing business, writes Alan Kohler. 

The calamity that befell Patties Foods a week and a half ago, along with the 18 people who have apparently contracted 

hepatitis from its berries, is partly a consequence of Australia's high cost of doing business. 
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Fresh raspberries, sourced from Australia, sell for $40 and $50 per kilogram and everyone's happy. 

But as soon as a berry is frozen it becomes a globally-tradeable commodity. As a result, and even though the product 

has had energy applied to it and it comes from far away, the price falls to $9 per kg. 

Alan Kohler has been a financial journalist for 37 years. He began as a cadet on The Australian, has been a columnist 

for Chanticleer in the Australian Financial Review and editor of the AFR, and columnist for The Age and The Sydney 

Morning Herald. For the past 12 years he has been working for the ABC, first as business editor of The 7.30 Report 

and then host of Inside Business and finance presenter on ABC News. In recent years he has started his own 

newsletter, Eureka Report, and in 2007 launched a website, Business Spectator. In June 2012, Alan Kohler sold his 

interests in Business Spectator and Eureka Report to News Ltd. He continues to edit and contribute to both 

publications 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-02-26/kohler-berries-and-hepatitis-the-high-cost-of-doing-

business/6265360 

 

 

Raja Jayaraman is Vice Chair of the Hindu Council of Australia. Jonathan Keren-Black is a rabbi at the 

Leo Baeck Center for Progressive Judaism and Founder of the Jewish Ecological Coalition. Thea Ormerod 

is President of the Australian Religious Response to Climate Change. Stephen Pickard is Executive Director 

of the Australian Center for Christianity and Culture at Charles Sturt University 
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delay-to-coalmine-plans 

14 December 2014, 7.31am AEDT 

There are no penguins in the Arctic: Chronicle of 

an extinction 
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Specimen of Pinguinus impugns kept at the Nature Center in Nuuk, GreenlandCarlos M. Duarte 

Click to enlarge 

A film of penguin cartoons, The Penguins of Madagascar, will possibly be the blockbuster this Christmas. In 

this film the penguins, of course, from the southern hemisphere, receive help in their task of saving the 

world from a team of Arctic animals. 

https://62e528761d0685343e1c-f3d1b99a743ffa4142d9d7f1978d9686.ssl.cf2.rackcdn.com/files/67144/area14mp/image-20141213-6039-1a1bgyc.jpg


The script is supported by the known fact that there are no penguins in the Arctic, so the team of Arctic 

animals includes polar bears and wolfs but no penguins. But was this always the case? 
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Soil is the essence of all terrestrial life.  
Rattan Lal, 2014 
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