
 

 

 

 

 

Sandstorm in the city by Rizalde Cayanan, Kuwait. 

Photograph: Rizalde Cayanan/Courtesy of Atkins CIWEM Environmental Photographer of 

the Year 

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/gallery/2015/jun/03/atkins-ciwem-environmental-

photographer-of-the-year-2015-in-pictures 
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http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/counterpoint/soils-for-life/6472556 

Poll: which is more 'visually awful', a 

windfarm or a coalmine? 

Tony Abbott thinks windfarms are 'visually awful' but only has good things to say about 

coalmines. What do you think? 

Thursday 11 June 2015 12.18 AEST 

 
From left: the New Acland coalmine; the Capital windfarm in Bungendore, Australia. Photograph: 

Getty Images 

Australian prime minister Tony Abbott has said his government has been doing as much as it can to 

reduce the number of windfarms, describing them as 'visually awful'. Treasurer Joe Hockey has 

previously described them as 'utterly offensive' and 'a blight on the landscape'. Meanwhile, the 

government has approved several large coalmines and exploration licenses.  

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/poll/2015/jun/11/poll-visually-awful-windfarm-coal-

mine 
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http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/ockhamsrazor/len-fisher-precious-petals-targeted-

research/6518060 

Everyday Australians, unlike their 

politicians, care about the environment 

Kelly O'Shanassy ABC Environment 5 Jun 2015  

 

The black throated finch is one species threatened by the proposed Carmichael coal mine. 

Humans are another.  

On World Environment Day the Australian Conservation Foundation's CEO Kelly 

O'Shanassy says politicians need to start acting in the interests of the people they represent. 
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I SPENT PART OF my childhood in the city and part of it in the country. My love for the 

natural world was nurtured and fed in both places. 

And in my experience, whether people are city slickers or country folk, almost everyone is 

united in wanting a healthy environment and a safe future for themselves and those they love. 

Kelly O'Shanassy is chief executive of the Australian Conservation Foundation 

http://www.abc.net.au/environment/articles/2015/06/05/4248910.htm 

 

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/georgemonbiot/2014/jun/05/the-farming-lobby-has-

wrecked-efforts-to-defend-our-soil 

New Desalination Technologies  
Spur Growth in Recycling Water 

http://www.acfonline.org.au/
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Desalination has long been associated with one process — turning seawater into drinking 

water. But a host of new technologies are being developed that not only are improving 

traditional desalination but opening up new frontiers in reusing everything from agricultural 

water to industrial effluent. 

BY CHERYL KATZ 

 

A ferry plows along San Francisco Bay, trailing a tail of churned up salt, sand, and sludge and 

further fouling the already murky liquid that John Webley intends to turn into drinking water. 

But Webley, CEO of a Bay Area start-up working on a new, energy-skimping desalination system, 

isn’t perturbed. 

 

http://e360.yale.edu/feature/new_desalination_technologies_spur_growth_in_recycling_water/277

0/ 
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http://www.stockandland.com.au/blogs/a-matter-of-opinion/climatic-volatility-an-urgent-

concern/2720292.aspx 

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/may/05/ghana-environment-bamboo-bicycles-
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http://www.smh.com.au/victoria/freeway-being-fasttracked-despite-lack-of-soil-testing-and-drilling-

20150602-ghf48z.html 
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australias-soils-33084
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http://theconversation.com/conservation-parks-are-growing-so-why-are-species-still-declining-

40478 

 

The abandoned village of Geamana by Glyn Thomas, Romania. Geamana in the 

Carpathian Mountains in Romania – an abandoned village in what is now a toxic tailings 

pond from a nearby copper mine. Photograph: Glyn Thomas/Courtesy of Atkins CIWEM 

Environmental Photographer of the Year 
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http://www.theguardian.com/environment/gallery/2015/jun/03/atkins-ciwem-environmental-

photographer-of-the-year-2015-in-pictures 

Wildlife corridors carry risks as well as 

rewards for endangered species 

Tim Low ABC Environment 10 Jun 2015  

 

Oddly, the Eastern Quoll survived longest on mainland Australia in inner suburbs of 

Melbourne and Sydney. Credit: sontag1 (Flickr)  

'Wildlife corridors' have long been thought essential to the survival of our remaining native 

species. But they carry risks which are often not considered. 

OF AUSTRALIA'S MANY mammal extinctions, one stands out for its strange setting. The 

eastern quoll, which lingers on today in Tasmania, has vanished completely from the 

mainland, but lasted longest in scraps of bushland in affluent inner city suburbs — in 

Vaucluse in Sydney and Kew and Ivanhoe in Melbourne. In both cities it survived until about 

1963. 

Tim Low is a biologist and author of seven books. His most recent bookWhere Song Began 

won best prize for non fiction at the Australian Book Industry Awards. 

http://www.abc.net.au/environment/articles/2015/06/10/4251727.htm 
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Analysis: G7's end-of-the-century emissions 

deadline an important marker 

ANALYSIS 

Analysis by national environment reporter Jake Sturmer 

Posted Tue at 4:34pmTue 9 Jun 2015, 4:34pm 

 

Photo: The leaders backed greenhouse gas emissions reductions of 40 to 70 per cent by 2050 based 

on emissions from 2010. (AAP: Julian Smith) 

http://www.smh.com.au/photogallery/federal-politics/cartoons/ron-tandberg-20090910-fixc.html
http://www.abc.net.au/news/jake-sturmer/3572168
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-06-09/emissions/6533072
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-06-09/emissions/6533072
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-06-09/emissions/6533072


The world's top climate negotiators have spent the last week gathered in Bonn in Germany's west, but 

over the weekend their attention was firmly on the nation's south, in the Alps, where leaders from 

seven of the world's major economies vowed to virtually phase out fossil fuels by the end of the 

century. 

Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan the UK and USA agreed that "deep cuts in global 

greenhouse gas emissions" were required with "a decarbonisation of the global economy over 

the course of this century". http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-06-09/road-to-paris-a-g7-climate-

agreement-but-decades-away/6532956 

 

http://theconversation.com/the-g7-is-right-to-call-for-fossil-fuel-phase-out-but-it-can-happen-sooner-

42991 
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life 

Under attack in Australia on World 

Environment Day 

David Ritter ABC Environment 5 Jun 2015  
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Our politicians claim our Reef has been protected, but it's anything but. Credit: J. P. 

Krajewski  

Australia's environment has never needed a helping hand like it does now. Yet, more than 

ever, our leaders are turning their backs on our natural places. 

IT IS WORLD Environment Day. And it's lucky that it has a day, because for Australia's 

natural heritage, it has been a bad year. 

They've reviewed national marine reserves, defunded the environment's lawyers, CSIRO, and 

mocked science. 

David Ritter is chief executive of Greenpeace Australia.  

http://www.abc.net.au/environment/articles/2015/06/05/4248838.htm 

 

Plastic tree #20 by Eduardo Leal, Bolivia. Plastic bags are part of the landscape in the 

Bolivian Altiplano. The accumulation of plastic bags cause deterioration of the landscapes 

and agriculture soils and it is associated to the death of domestic and wild animals. 

Photograph: Eduardo Leal/Courtesy of Atkins CIWEM Environmental Photographer of the 

Year http://www.theguardian.com/environment/gallery/2015/jun/03/atkins-ciwem-

environmental-photographer-of-the-year-2015-in-pictures 
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Life in tidal flood 3 by Jashim Salam , Chittagong, Bangladesh. A family watches TV in 

their flooded house after a tidal flood in Chittagong. Rising sea level has begun to affect 6.5 

million people living in Chittagong. Flooding of residential and business areas is common 

and most of the city could completely submerge as climate change keeps pushing the sea 

level up. Photograph: Jashim Salam/Courtesy of Atkins CIWEM Environmental 

Photographer of the Year 

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/gallery/2015/jun/03/atkins-ciwem-environmental-

photographer-of-the-year-2015-in-pictures 

 

 

“The most beautiful experience we can have is the mysterious - 

the fundamental emotion which stands at the cradle of true art 

and true science.”  

― Albert Einstein, Albert Einstein 
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