
 

 

 

 

 

Collecting crabs by Kazi Riasat Alve, Satkhira, Bangladesh. High salinity has rendered 

the land unsuitable for farming. Photograph: Kazi Riasat Alve/Courtesy of Atkins CIWEM 

Environmental Photographer of the Year 
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photographer-of-the-year-2015-in-pictures 
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farming-precision-agriculture 
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Here's what a real infrastructure plan looks 

like 

OPINION 

By Everald Compton 

Posted 3 Jun 2015, 8:23amWed 3 Jun 2015, 8:23am 
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Photo: We must give priority to developing a world class freight railway. 

I have a trillion-dollar infrastructure plan that will not only revive Australia's pioneer heritage but 

also future-proof our nation - and barely a cent will be spent on new roads, writes Everald 

Compton. 

To find Australia's last nation building venture we must go back two thirds of a century to the Snowy 

River. 

We have to take our minds back the same number of years to discover a nation builder, Flynn of the 

Inland, the man on our twenty dollar notes, who founded the Flying Doctor Service, Pedal Radio, 

School of the Air and two dozen bush hospitals in very remote places. 

Everald Compton is a research fellow at Per Capita, a progressive think tank. He is a veteran of 

ageing and infrastructure policy, and has advised every Australian  

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-06-03/compton-heres-what-a-real-infrastructure-plan-looks-
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http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/ockhamsrazor/a-modest-proposal-kill-all-the-

bees/6501638 

Why U.S. East Coast Should  
Stay Off-Limits to Oil Drilling 
It’s not just the potential for a catastrophic spill that makes President Obama’s proposal to open 

Atlantic Ocean waters to oil exploration such a bad idea. What’s worse is the cumulative impact 

on coastal ecosystems that an active oil industry would bring.  

BY CARL SAFINA 
 
When it comes to the Obama administration’s recent move to open portions of the Atlantic coast 
to oil exploration, I’m a bit out of synch with environmentalists who are worried about the big 
spill. They warn of another Deepwater Horizon or Exxon Valdez-type fiasco coming to the 
Southeast. But to me, it’s just about the day-to-day business of chasing oil, the wrong-headedness 
of it all. 
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Humanity beware! 

By Murray Hunter - posted Friday, 29 May 2015  

Due to rapid population growth over the last 50 years many parts of Central Africa, South 

Asia, and SE Asia are reaching unsustainable population densities. The wealth and affluence 

gap between North and South is a magnet attracting anybody who is able to travel outside 

their impoverished regions to seek better lives in any accessible developed country. 

Without any local sustainable economy and economic opportunity, moving from these 

desolate overpopulated, and/or war-torn areas is the only hope and dream available to 

impoverished people. Survival is one of the highest forms of motivation within the human 

psych. 

Murray Hunter has been involved in Asia-Pacific business for the last 30 years as an entrepreneur, consultant, 

academic, and researcher. As an entrepreneur he was involved in numerous start-ups, developing a lot of 
patented technology, where one of his enterprises was listed in 1992 as the 5th fastest going company on the 
BRW/Price Waterhouse Fast100 list in Australia.  
 
Murray is now an associate professor at the University Malaysia Perlis, spending a lot of time consulting to Asian 
governments on community development and village biotechnology, both at the strategic level and "on the 
ground".  

 
He is also a visiting professor at a number of universities and regular speaker at conferences and workshops in 
the region.  
 
Murray is the author of a number of books, numerous research and conceptual papers in referred journals, and 
commentator on the issues of entrepreneurship, development, and politics in a number of magazines and online 
news sites around the world. Murray takes a trans-disciplinary view of issues and events, trying to relate this to 
the enrichment and empowerment of people in the region. 

http://www.onlineopinion.com.au/view.asp?article=17383 
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Voters want renewable energy, not more hot 

air 

Opinion 

The Drum 

By Peter Lewis and Jackie Woods 

Posted 27 May 2015, 2:42pmWed 27 May 2015, 2:42pm 
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Photo: As the other measures are stripped away, the RET takes on greater political and public 

significance. (timo29570: user submitted) 

Political debate has created division and confusion when it comes to how best to address climate 

change, but support for renewable energy is an area most people can agree on, write Peter Lewis and 

Jackie Woods. 

For a profession so anchored in bright lights and hot air, politicians should be all over climate change. 

But while there is demand for urgent action to tackle global warming, policy responses are more 

confusing than ever. 

Peter Lewis is a director of Essential Media Communications. Jackie Woods is a communications 

consultant at Essential Media Communications. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-05-27/lewis-woods-voters-want-renewable-energy-not-more-hot-

air/6501160 
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Our oceans in peril 

Reese Halter ABC Environment 27 May 2015  
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Our oceans sustain life for millions, yet are in dire need of care. Credit: MiguelAngeloSilva 

(iStockphoto)  

The world's oceans are fundamental to human survival. They are also in peril. It is time to 

stop the plunder and preserve this vital resource. 

THE HEALTH AND and wellbeing of our oceans is vital to life as we know it on our planet. 

Irrespective of where you reside on the globe, three out of every four breaths of air come 

from the phytoplankton in our oceans. Frighteningly, Earth's oceans are desperately ill. The 

time is now for each of us to lend a helping hand. Let me tell you why 

 

Conservation biologist Dr Reese Halter's latest book is Shepherding the Sea: The Race to Save our 

Oceans. The article courtesy of the May/June edition of Organic Gardener. 

http://www.abc.net.au/environment/articles/2015/05/27/4242777.htm 

Oasis at Risk: Oman’s Ancient  
Water Channels Are Drying Up 

http://www.abc.net.au/environment/articles/2015/05/27/4242777.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/reslib/201403/r1256615_16791320.jpg


Since pre-Islamic times, Oman’s water systems known as aflaj have brought water from the 

mountains and made the desert bloom. But now, unregulated pumping of groundwater is 

depleting aquifers and causing the long-reliable channels to run dry. 

BY FRED PEARCE 

 

It was 47 degrees Celsius. Make that 117 degrees Fahrenheit. In mid-May, the desert of northern 

Oman may have been the hottest place on the planet. But in the shade of the oasis, the 

temperature was dramatically cooler. Ali Al Muharbi, in his white robes and beard, beamed as he 

showed me around the date palms. All were irrigated by water gurgling down a channel dug 

many centuries ago to tap underground water in the nearby Hajar mountains. 
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Autumn in the Adelaide Hills  

Captured at the Bird in Hand winery on 12 May 2015 

Photograph: FloGabriel/GuardianWitness 

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/guardianwitness-blog/gallery/2015/jun/02/weather-

view-your-may-pictures 
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Why the biggest threat to Leadbeater's 

possum remains 

David Lindenmayer ABC Environment 26 May 2015  

 

While logging persists, this possum remains under threat. Credit: David Lindenmayer 

(supplied)  

The biggest threat to Leadbeater's possum is the continuing logging of its mountain home. 

Unless this stops, any other attempt the save the species will be futile. 

THE CREATURE PICTURED right is Leadbeater's possum. This critically endangered 

animal lives hollows in the tall mountain ash forests to the north-east of Melbourne and is 

Victoria's faunal emblem. 

David Lindenmayer is a professor at the Fenner School of Environment and Society at the 

Australian National University. He is the world's foremost expert on Leadbeater's possum 

and Victoria's mountain ash forests.  
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http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/counterpoint/dust-to-dust/6484518 
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funding/6466314 

Climate Consensus: Signs of 
New Hope on Road to Paris 
After years of frustration and failure, a more flexible approach to reaching an international 

strategy on climate action is emerging – and it could finally lead to a meaningful agreement at 

climate talks in Paris later this year. 

BY DAVID VICTOR 

 

Once again, the world is on a sprint toward a new agreement on global climate change. The last 

time this happened — in 2009 — the sprint ended in acrimony in Copenhagen. This time, the 

signs are more auspicious. As someone who has been writing for nearly 25 years about the 

difficulties of making serious progress on climate change, I am more optimistic today than I have 

been in a very long time. When governments gather in Paris late this year, I believe they are likely 

to adopt a watershed strategy for slowing climate change. 
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The most amazing graph of 2015 

By Chris Golis - posted Thursday, 4 June 2015  

Just occasionally you see an image that completely blows your mind. This graph appeared in 

the Platinum Trusts Quarterly report for March 2015. The source is reliable and the overlaid 

comment by the Platinum management team is well worth noting. 
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Chris Golis is Australia's expert on practical emotional intelligence. He is an author, professional 

speaker and workshop leader. His site is www.thehummhandbook.com. 
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The Devil’s gold by Luca Catalano Gonzaga, Indonesia. Alpan, 27, a sulphur miner for 10 

years, looks for sulphur slabs under the toxic fumes. Inside the womb of the Ijen Kawah 

volcano, in eastern Java, Indonesia, the miners go deep in search of the Devil’s gold, as 

sulphur has always been known. Photograph: Luca Catalano Gonzaga/Courtesy of Atkins 

CIWEM Environmental Photographer of the Year 

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/gallery/2015/jun/03/atkins-ciwem-environmental-

photographer-of-the-year-2015-in-pictures 

 

“Earth provides enough to satisfy every man's needs, but not 

every man's greed.”  

― Mahatma Gandhi 
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