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Each year, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations makes it a point to 

celebrate one aspect of agriculture. Last year was the year of the family farm, which was a 

sound decision. In developing countries, the acknowledgement of the importance of family 

enterprises in agriculture was welcome news, as ensuring food security in many parts of the 

world depends largely on family-owned operations. This year, a more undervalued ingredient 

of healthy agriculture will be showcased by the FAO: soils. 

http://montrealgazette.com/news/world/opinion-soils-are-a-crucial-and-undervalued-

ingredient-of-healthy-agriculture 
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Climate change isn't just a Leftist cause 
OPINION 

By Dale Hughes 

Updated 9 Jan 2015, 12:14pmFri 9 Jan 2015, 12:14pm 
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Photo: The Liberal Party should look to its core values, or risk sitting on the wrong side of history. (AAP: Dan Peled) 

The climate debate has descended into an ideological battle of Left versus Right, with parties of the 

Left taking ownership of the moral necessity for climate action. It need not be so, writes Dale 

Hughes. 

I'm a Liberal voter and I'm passionate about action on climate change. Did that sentence seem 

strange? 

Under Tony Abbott's stewardship of the federal Liberal Party, the term "Liberal" has almost become 

synonymous with climate change denial. It need not be so. 

Dale Hughes is a freelance writer and a member of the Victorian Liberal Party. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-01-07/hughes-climate-change-isnt-just-a-leftist-cause/6003620 

Climatic volatility an urgent concern  
Posted By: Gregor Heard on 31/12/2014 4:00:00 AM | Comments (23) 

 

 

A system which allows farmers to better manage climatic volatility would create even more value 

AFTER a woeful couple of years, it has been a lovely festive period for drought-stricken farmers in 

Queensland, with many centres in the Maranoa and Warrego regions receiving their best falls in two 

years.  

Should this promising start translate into a meaningful turnaround in the rural economy in 

northern Australia - and farmers return to a more even keel - it would also signal the perfect 

time for meaningful debate on government drought reform in this nation. 

http://www.stockandland.com.au/blogs/a-matter-of-opinion/climatic-volatility-an-urgent-

concern/2720292.aspx 
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Biosecurity boundary blues  
Posted By: Jeanette Severs on 22/01/2015 4:00:00 AM | Comments (0) 
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Isn't it time we put aside boundaries and assumed a national agreement on biosecurity? 

IT IS time for a frank discussion about biosecurity.  

The research into this week's Stock & Land stories about National Vendor Declaration (NVD) 

forms has revealed the plethora of variations across the nation in the number of forms to be 

used and whether they are compulsory or voluntary in any specific State, Territory or district.  

From discussion with many people involved in this issue, the same question arises: Isn't it 

time we put aside State, Territory and district boundaries and assumed a national agreement 

on biosecurity?  http://www.stockandland.com.au/blogs/a-matter-of-opinion/biosecurity-

boundary-blues/2721682.aspx 

Soil microbes more sensitive to 

climate change than thought 
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Tests were conducted on a range of vegetation, including from broadleaf forests. 

Soils may be less of a carbon sink than previously thought, with new research indicating that 
the earth is likely to release more carbon as the planet heats up. 

The role of soil in the carbon cycle is crucial because the near-surface earth contains as 
much as 2000 billion tonnes of carbon – or roughly four times as much as the plants 
sprouting from it. By comparison, the atmosphere contains about 800 billion tonnes of 
carbon dioxide http://www.smh.com.au/environment/climate-change/soil-microbes-more-
sensitive-to-climate-change-than-thought-20140903-10buq2.html 
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Greg Jericho writes weekly for The Drum. His blog can be found here. Greg has also written for The 

Drum under Grog's Gamut you can find those articles here. He tweets at @grogsgamut. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-01-21/jericho-global-temperatures-are-batting-above-their-

average/6029926 
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Rethink drought preparedness 

approach  
Posted By: Andrew Norris on 2/12/2014 5:00:00 AM | Comments (0) 

THE impact of this drought is shaping up as long term and has highlighted shortcomings in research 

and development that could otherwise have helped farmers adapt.  

The usual factors which allow farmers to rebound when it rains are diminishing – such as 

cash flow for the next crop or restocking – and the Rural Debt Roundtable says the banks’ 

rural portfolios can’t possibly be in as good a shape as they would like us to believe. 

http://www.stockandland.com.au/blogs/a-matter-of-opinion/rethink-drought-preparedness-

approach/2718666.aspx 

Dumb and dumber: the raw facts  
Posted By: David Leyonhjelm on 12/01/2015 3:30:00 AM | Comments (44) 
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The choices we make as adults are none of the government’s business . 

IT SEEMS astonishing that people choose to reject the very science that can save their lives, 

especially when it is to such tragic effect as the recent death of a toddler from consuming 

unpasteurised cow’s milk.  

This must surely qualify as a classic illustration of evolution in action, as - without wishing to 

sound callous - the tragedy has clearly had an adverse effect on the reproductive effects of the 

poor child’s parents http://www.stockjournal.com.au/blogs/agribuzz-with-david-

leyonhjelm/dumb-and-dumber-the-raw-facts/2720808.aspx 
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Time for Tony Abbott to join 

renewable energy's flow 
The government is leading a battle against the growth of renewable energy in Australia. For the nation's sake, it 
is one fight Tony Abbott should drop. 

EDITORIAL 
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Spending on large-scale renewable energy sank 88 per cent last year to $240 million while 

global investment advanced 16 per cent. Photo: Graham Tidy 

On Sunday, US President Barack Obama will visit India where he is widely expected to 
place climate change and renewable energy high on his agenda – much as he did during his 
summit in China last November. 

With China's economy cooling off – registering its slowest growth last year since 1990 in the 
wake of the Tiananmen Square massacres – Australia's mineral exporters are hoping India 
will take up any slack. 

http://www.smh.com.au/comment/smh-editorial/time-for-tony-abbott-to-join-renewable-

energys-flow-20150122-12qlrn.html 
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http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2014/nov/12/pressure-on-australia-to-slash-

emissions-but-no-cost-effective-policy-to-get-us-there 

A US-India energy deal would 

highlight Australia's failings 

By Guy Ragen - posted Tuesday, 27 January 2015  

Yesterday, India and Australia both celebrated our respective national holidays. What takes 

place in India on and around Monday could have repercussions for international climate 

politics in 2015. It could also once again highlight how far behind Australia has fallen. 

India is marking Republic Day with its traditional parade through Delhi. The new Indian 

Prime Minister, Narendra Modi, will be joined by his guest, President Obama. 

The presidential visit is highly anticipated for a number of reasons. In particular, there is 

guarded expectation that some sort of US-India climate and energy deal will be signed off 
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during the President's visit. It won't be as far-reaching as the historic US-China agreement in 

November, but it would be another clear step on the path to the signing of a global agreement 

at the UN conference in Paris in November. 

Guy Ragen is a climate change campaigner for the Australian Conservation Foundation. 

http://www.onlineopinion.com.au/view.asp?article=17038 
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http://e360.yale.edu/feature/what_is_the_carbon_limit_that_depends_who_you_ask/2825/ 
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Water supply broken by drought  
DAISY DUMAS 

29 Dec, 2014 08:55 AM 

 

That (drought) was supposed to be one in 100 but here we are 10 years later with another one 

 

Dead trees at Menindee Lakes. 

THE western NSW town of Broken Hill is facing dire water shortages as the drought-hit 

Menindee Lakes dry out to "big sandpits".  

Faced with the prospect of just 10 to 14 months' worth of water and no rainfall on the 

horizon, the NSW government has begun work to secure an emergency water source for the 

population of 19,000.  

http://www.stockandland.com.au/news/agriculture/general/news/water-supply-broken-by-

drought/2720202.aspx 

"A new paradigm that sees economic growth, social 
justice and environmental care advancing together 
can become the common sense of our age."  

Gordon Brown 
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