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Conservation parks are 

growing, so why are species 

still declining? 

http://news.mpbn.net/post/importance-soils


BY RO HILL, CSIRO; BARRY NEWELL, AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY; IAIN GORDON, JAMES HUTTON INSTITUTE; AND 

MICHAEL DUNLOP, CSIRO

Ironically, meeting global targets to preserve a proportion of the world’s forest could weaken motivation to protect the rest of it. Jami 
Dwyer/Wikimedia Commons 

It’s now five years since the International Year of Biodiversity, and nearly 15% of Earth’s 

land surface is protected in parks and reserves. By 2020, we should reach the agreed global 

target of 17%. This is good news for species diversity, right? 

Not really. Biodiversity loss continues apace despite these global agreements and 

conservation actions, and is unlikely to stop any time soon 

https://blogs.csiro.au/ecos/conservation-parks-are-growing-so-why-are-
species-still-
declining/?utm_source=Ecos+CSIRO&utm_campaign=11c5ac2a9d-
ECOS_June_2015&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3ee5fec188-
11c5ac2a9d-
22969205&ct=t(ECOS_June_2015)&mc_cid=11c5ac2a9d&mc_eid=381404c8
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Stop the dust: how we’re 

avoiding Mad Max’s Fury 

Road 

Posted: 18 June 2015 | Author: Adam Knight | Filed under: Land and Water | Tags: Dust, 
Dustwatch, soil  
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Dust events, like this storm over paddocks on the outskirts of Adelaide, SA, affect many 

parts of our community. 

By Virginia Tressider 

The world often thinks of Australia as a desolate, dust-ridden landscape 
(that is, when they aren’t freaking out about our abundance of deadly 
creatures). And the recent box office hit, Mad Max: Fury Road, certainly did 
a good job of reintroducing audiences to the landscape this wide brown land 
is famous for – one that is parched, brutal and above all else, dusty! 
http://csironewsblog.com/2015/06/18/stop-the-dust-how-were-avoiding-
mad-maxs-fury-road/ 
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Bright Spark saves lives: 

finding order in the chaos of 

bushfires 
Posted: May 5, 2015 | Author: Carol Saab | Filed under: Environment, Feature Articles, 
News | Tags: bushfire, bushfires, fire science, firefighting, simulation, software, summer | 
Leave a comment 

 

Bushfires such as this one in Western Australia can be hard to predict. 

James Hilton, CSIRO; Andrew Sullivan, CSIRO; Mahesh Prakash, CSIRO, and 
Ryan Fraser, CSIRO 

Bushfires are highly chaotic natural events, dangerous to people and homes 
in their path and even more dangerous to those brave enough to fight them. 

Australia is all-too-familiar with tragedy caused by bushfire, with days such 
as Ash Wednesday and Black Saturday ingrained into public and personal 
memories. The costs in a bad bushfire season can run into billions of dollars, 
although nothing can truly account for the lives and communities affected 
by these events. http://csironewsblog.com/category/feature-articles/ 

http://globalsoilweek.org/areas-of-work/sustainable-development-goals/europe-sdgs-brussels
http://globalsoilweek.org/areas-of-work/sustainable-development-goals/europe-sdgs-brussels
http://csironewsblog.com/2015/05/05/bright-spark-saves-lives-finding-order-in-the-chaos-of-bushfires/
http://csironewsblog.com/2015/05/05/bright-spark-saves-lives-finding-order-in-the-chaos-of-bushfires/
http://csironewsblog.com/2015/05/05/bright-spark-saves-lives-finding-order-in-the-chaos-of-bushfires/
http://csironewsblog.com/author/carolsaab80/
http://csironewsblog.com/category/environment-2/
http://csironewsblog.com/category/feature-articles/
http://csironewsblog.com/category/news/
http://csironewsblog.com/tag/bushfire/
http://csironewsblog.com/tag/bushfires/
http://csironewsblog.com/tag/fire-science/
http://csironewsblog.com/tag/firefighting/
http://csironewsblog.com/tag/simulation/
http://csironewsblog.com/tag/software/
http://csironewsblog.com/tag/summer/
http://csironewsblog.com/2015/05/05/bright-spark-saves-lives-finding-order-in-the-chaos-of-bushfires/#respond
http://theconversation.com/profiles/james-hilton-165453
http://theconversation.com/institutions/csiro
http://theconversation.com/profiles/andrew-sullivan-22618
http://theconversation.com/institutions/csiro
http://theconversation.com/profiles/mahesh-prakash-6525
http://theconversation.com/institutions/csiro
http://theconversation.com/profiles/ryan-fraser-18159
http://theconversation.com/institutions/csiro
https://theconversation.com/au/topics/black-saturday
http://csironewsblog.com/category/feature-articles/
https://csironewsblog.files.wordpress.com/2015/05/bushfire.jpg


 

http://www.smh.com.au/comment/smh-editorial/barnaby-joyces-shenhua-
watermark-coal-mine-battle-is-far-from-over-20150713-giawe9.html 

http://www.smh.com.au/comment/smh-editorial/barnaby-joyces-shenhua-watermark-coal-mine-battle-is-far-from-over-20150713-giawe9.html
http://www.smh.com.au/comment/smh-editorial/barnaby-joyces-shenhua-watermark-coal-mine-battle-is-far-from-over-20150713-giawe9.html


 

http://theconversation.com/shenhua-mines-water-uncertainty-means-we-
should-proceed-with-caution-44988 

 

http://theconversation.com/shenhua-mines-water-uncertainty-means-we-should-proceed-with-caution-44988
http://theconversation.com/shenhua-mines-water-uncertainty-means-we-should-proceed-with-caution-44988


http://www.theland.com.au/news/agriculture/general/opinion/plain-and-
simple-agriculture-is-at-risk/2737661.aspx 

 

http://theconversation.com/factcheck-does-coal-fired-power-cost-79-kwh-
and-wind-power-1502-kwh-44956 

http://www.theland.com.au/news/agriculture/general/opinion/plain-and-simple-agriculture-is-at-risk/2737661.aspx
http://www.theland.com.au/news/agriculture/general/opinion/plain-and-simple-agriculture-is-at-risk/2737661.aspx
http://theconversation.com/factcheck-does-coal-fired-power-cost-79-kwh-and-wind-power-1502-kwh-44956
http://theconversation.com/factcheck-does-coal-fired-power-cost-79-kwh-and-wind-power-1502-kwh-44956


 

http://theconversation.com/50-renewable-energy-would-put-australia-in-
line-with-leading-nations-45152 

 

http://theconversation.com/50-renewable-energy-would-put-australia-in-line-with-leading-nations-45152
http://theconversation.com/50-renewable-energy-would-put-australia-in-line-with-leading-nations-45152


http://theconversation.com/labor-embraces-renewables-at-the-cost-of-
good-climate-policy-45039 

 

http://theconversation.com/how-much-would-labors-50-renewable-energy-
policy-cost-australian-households-44997 

Wind turbines do not work 

By Graeme Weber - posted Tuesday, 21 July 2015  

Wind Turbines might well be visually non-aesthetic and cause discomfort to those 

living nearby, however the greatest reason they should not be built is because they do 

not work! The information presented below is taken from NEM (National Electricity 

Market) web site a government body overseeing the Eastern Australia energy system 

and a very interesting article 'Wind Farms in Eastern Australia – Recent Lessons' by 

Paul Miskelly (2012). 
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Graeme Weber is a retired geologist. 
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http://e360.yale.edu/feature/a_clash_of_green_and_brown_germany_strug
gles_to_end_coal/2891/ 

Engaging the disengaged 

with science 
Posted: 11March 2015 | Author: Adam Knight | Filed under: Education, Feature Articles, 
News | Tags: science communications | 6 Comments 
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Not all science demonstrations will appeal to all people. Image: Melanie Davies/Flickr, 

CC BY-NC-ND 

By Craig Cormick, CSIRO and Suzette Searle, Australian National University 

Just as we don’t all have the same tastes or preferences for football codes 
or teams – or even genres of music or flavours of ice cream – so too we don’t 
all have the same tastes or preferences when it comes to science. 
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Labor's renewables target 

just part of the bigger 

transition we need 
OPINION 

By John Connor 
Updated Wed at 3:26pmWed 22 Jul 2015, 3:26pm 

 
Photo: It makes little sense to have half of our power generation renewables 
if the other half is dominated by coal. (Reuters: David Gray) 
Labor's proposal to make 50 per cent of Australia's energy renewable by 2030 is 

significant, but it needs to be seen as part of economic modernisation as well as 

climate outcomes, writes John Connor. 

Global investments in renewable energy last year outpaced investments in fossil fuel 

generation. Yet in Australia, the political football that is our multibillion-dollar energy 

sector languishes in a morass of policy uncertainty. 

John Connor is the CEO of The Climate Institute. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-07-22/connor-labors-renewables-target/6639968 

It's been a week of political 

daring (with some 

exceptions) 
OPINION 
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By ABC's Barrie Cassidy 
Posted about 7 hours ago Fri 24 Jul 2015, 6:58am 

 
Photo: COAG did little more than agree to keep both the increase in the GST and 
the increase in the Medicare levy on the table. But by recent standards, that's 
progress. (AAP: Stefan Postles) 
Refreshingly, and belatedly, this has been a week of policy initiatives and political 

leadership. Tax, climate change and asylum policy all got a workout, but inevitably there 

were some still sticking to old scripts, writes Barrie Cassidy. 

Refreshingly, and belatedly, this has been a week of policy initiatives and political daring. 

The NSW Premier, Mike Baird, was the first to step up saying he was "sick of politics in this 

country" - "the point scoring, fear, smear, who wins the daily news cycle". And with that he 

proposed to raise the GST from 10 per cent to 15 per cent as a way of sustainably covering 
the increasing costs of health and education. 

Barrie Cassidy is the presenter of the ABC program Insiders. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-07-24/cassidy-a-week-of-political-
daring/6644498 

Busting the myths around 

the Murray-Darling Basin 

Plan 

Juliet Le Feuvre ABC Environment 17 Jul 2015  
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The Murray River at Loxton.  

Much is said and written about the Murray-Darling Basin Plan that is simply wrong. 

Sorting myth from reality is half the challenge of understanding the river system. 

NO ONE SETS out to ruin a river system. Yet decisions made about water use over 

the last century have had the cumulative effect of bringing the mighty Murray River 

to the brink of ecological collapse. Turning this decline around requires decisive 

action to give the river — and its communities — any chance of returning to health. 

Prime Minister John Howard made this crucial realisation in 2006 when he and then 

Water Minister Malcolm Turnbull set in train the course of events that lead to the 

development of the  

Juliet Le Feuvre is Healthy Rivers Campaign Manager at Environment Victoria. 

http://www.abc.net.au/environment/articles/2015/07/17/4275501.htm 
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http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/ockhamsrazor/humans-
not-responsible-for-mass-extinction/6550630 

Why renewable 'biomass' is 

not as good for the climate 

as we'd hoped 

William H. Schlesinger ABC Environment 23 Jul 2015   

Burning biomass to generate electricity is officially listed as being 'carbon neutral'. 

But claims that it helps prevent climate change are not as straight-forward as they 

seem. 

WHILST I HAVE BEEN living in New England for the past seven years, a new 

industry has popped up in Maine and the southeastern US — the wood pellet industry. 

It has revitalised the sluggish demand for forest products in these regions. Biomass-

powered utility plants in Europe are asking for the delivery of more than 5 million 

tonnes of wood pellets annually, which are burned to generate electricity. In the urge 

to fulfill its commitment to reducing carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions to the 

atmosphere, the European Union counts all biomass-energy as carbon-neutral. 

Australia would like to do the same. 
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William H. Schlesinger is dean emeritus of the Nicholas School of the 
Environment, Duke University, North Carolina, USA.  
http://www.abc.net.au/environment/articles/2015/07/23/4276529.htm 
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Our native forest 

regulations need to move 

with the times 

Janet Rice ABC Environment 20 Jul 2015  

 

The RFAs governing forestry activities have failed to protect both the industry and the 

environment, says Rice. Credit: ABC Environment  

The rules governing our native forests, RFAs, were drawn up nearly 20 years ago. 

They need to be thoroughly reviewed and updated to reflect the changes in the 

forestry industry that have occurred in the last two decades. 
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BIT BY BIT, Tony Abbott is dismantling everything scientists are telling us we need 

to do to protect our environment and combat climate change. A large chunk of this 

destructive agenda is aimed squarely at our native forests. 

Senator Janet Rice is the Australian Greens spokesperson for forests 

http://www.abc.net.au/environment/articles/2015/07/20/4276518.htm 

 

Dr Robin Russell-Jones 
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Logging in 21st century is a 

high-tech operation 

Nick Roberts ABC Environment 21 Jul 2015  

 

Nick Roberts and Dean Kearney from Forestry Corporation NSW in the Bruxner Park 

Forest near Coffs Harbour. Credit: Gregg Borschmann (Background Briefing)  

Gone are the bad old days of two blokes, a chainsaw and a rough map. Logging in the 

21st century is safer, more accurate and more reliable than ever before. 

While timber has been harvested from production forests in NSW for generations, 

new technology that delivers precision mapping and enables mobile access to real-

time data means today's forestry operations bear little resemblance to those of even 20 

years ago. 

Nick Roberts is chief executive of Forestry Corporation NSW. 

http://www.abc.net.au/environment/articles/2015/07/21/4276506.htm 
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Wes King: Foolish to cut 

U.S. soil, water 
conservation programs 
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In this 2013 file photo, Auburn farmer Dave Moose plants cereal rye seed on his 
farm acreage as a winter cover crop. File/The State Journal-Register 

Posted 29 June 2015 at 10:06 PM  

Food is foundational. Eating is so much more than an isolated act of consumption. 
Eating connects and unites us all. 

Yet eating – and food and farming, for that matter – are dependent on something 

that is even more foundational: clean water and healthy, productive soil. 

http://www.sj-r.com/article/20150629/OPINION/150629497 
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Australians fear being 

climate change 'lifters' while 

others are 'leaners' 
Yvo de Boer, who headed the UN framework convention on climate change, says ‘we 

must respect that each shoulder is not able to shoulder the same amount’ 

 

 
De Boer, who now heads up the Global Green Growth Institute, says 
developing countries will ‘leapfrog’ richer nations when it comes to the use of 
renewable energy. Photograph: Keld Navntoft/AFP/Getty Images 
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Australians’ biggest fear in tackling climate change is that they are doing the “lifting” 

while other countries do the “leaning”, the former head of the United Nations agency 

tasked with leading the global response to climate change has said. 

Shalailah Medhora is a political reporter for Guardian Australia. 

http://www.theguardian.com/profile/shalailah-medhora 
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Healthy soil 
TOPICS 

Published: 1 July 2015 9:30 am On: Opinion 

DINESH PANDAY 

A Soyuz space capsule carrying a Russian, an Amer... 

I ask kids where their food comes from, and they say the supermarket. We 

have lost that feeling which connects us directly to the soil. Other than 

farming and gardening the soil gets little love. We walk on it, but we don’t 

really want to see it in the house or on our shoes. However, soil is the 

foundation for food, animal feed, fuel and natural fiber production, the supply 

of clean water, nutrient cycling and a range of ecosystem functions. That’s why 

the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has declared 

2015 the official International Year of Soil to increase awareness and 

understanding of the importance of healthy soil for food, security and 

http://www.soilscienceaustralia.com.au/iys-projects
http://thehimalayantimes.com/opinion/healthy-soil-2/
http://thehimalayantimes.com/category/opinion/


essential ecosystem functions. 

http://thehimalayantimes.com/opinion/healthy-soil-2/ 

 “War and pestilence might kill large 
numbers of people, but in most cases the 
population recovers. But lose the soil and 
everything else goes with it.” George Monbiot, published in 

the Guardian 25th March 2015 
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