
 

 
Hi All, 

I think the quote at missives end is my new favourite. This is the last chance to read 
an opinion piece addressing Tony Abbot’s environmental policies as current issues. 

Cheers 

Brian 

We can only ignore the soil crisis for so 
long 
By Geoffrey Lean 

12:24PM BST 02 Sep 2015 

Just a handspan of earth lies between us and oblivion. Yet our Government is standing 
by as more of it is washed away every day 

 
Try a DIY soil test to learn more about your soil Photo: Alamy 



It's the environmental crisis nobody talks about, yet it's probably the most important 
one of them all. We rightly hear a lot about the dangers of air and water pollution, of 
loss of species, and of climate change, but the warnings rarely come – literally – down 
to earth.  

Yet just a handspan of topsoil lies between us and oblivion, a veneer of fertility 
normally just six to ten inches deep overlying the unforgiving rock of the continents. 
And, worldwide, we are annually losing at least a staggering 30 billion tons of it, 
while an area three times the size of Switzerland goes out of production forever each 
year.  

Geoffrey Lean pioneered the coverage of green issues long before they became 
fashionable and has won Scoop of the Year in the British Press Awards and the 
Martha Gelhorn Award for investigative journalism. 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/earth/agriculture/farming/11838959/We-can-only-
ignore-the-soil-crisis-for-so-long.html 

Profit plans are just an erosion of Soil 
Con  
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Landowners could bear the brunt of the government's push for profit from Soil 
Conservation Services. 

All it will end up doing is costing farmers more either for up front services or lost 
production 
 

NEWS the state government is looking at how to shift the Soil Conservation Service 
from cost recovery to a profit centre is yet another example of where farmers will bear 
yet more environmental cost.  

Since 1990, the service (which emerged as the Soil Conservation Act in 1938) has 
been operated commercially, but in a way which has meant farmers got access to 
remediation services and advice without cost to the public and without costing the 
farmer more than was needed to get the job done properly.  

Reduced erosion and improved water quality benefit all of society, yet, as with issues 
such as native vegetation, the cost is borne by farmers and likely to worsen.  
http://www.theland.com.au/news/agriculture/general/opinion/profit-plans-are-just-an-
erosion-of-soil-con/2741555.aspx 

Land degradation costs the world up to 
$10.6tn a year, report says 
Study says effective land management will be critical in meeting sustainable 
development goals of alleviating poverty and ensuring long-term food security 

 



 
In Inner Mongolia, China, a vast expanse of toxic waste is often whipped up 
by strong winds, dumping millions of tonnes of radioactive materials towards 
surrounding villages. Photograph: Frederic J Brown/AFP/Getty Images 
Global development is supported by: 

Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 

Mark Anderson and Arthur Neslen 

Tuesday 15 September 2015 22.19 AESTLast modified on Tuesday 15 September 
2015 22.21 AEST 

Land degradation is costing the world as much as $10.6tn every year, equivalent to 
17% of global gross domestic product, a report has warned. 

More than half of the world’s arable land is moderately or severely degraded, 
according to a report published on Tuesday by the Economics of Land Degradation 
(ELD) Initiative (pdf). The report estimates the cost of this environmental destruction, 
not only from lost agricultural production and diminished livelihoods, but also from 
the lost value of ecosystem services formerly provided by the land, including water 
filtration, erosion prevention, nutrient cycling and the provision of clean air. 
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2015/sep/15/land-degradation-
costs-word-trillions-dollars-year-report-says 



http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/7/9/12490 



https://gsoil.wordpress.com/2015/09/06/turning-unproductive-soil-into-profits/#more-
2377 

 



http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/ockhamsrazor/what-does-it-feel-like-
to-be-a-scientist/6765454 



 

http://www.smh.com.au/photogallery/federal-politics/cartoons/ron-tandberg-
20090910-fixc.html 



 

https://gsoil.wordpress.com/2015/05/06/fire-and-soil-microorganisms-where-should-
we-focus-on/ 

It's time to stop thinking in terms of 
food versus fuel 
How farmers can sustainably, and affordably, meet humanity's growing 
demand for food, fuel 



 

Biofuel crops are grown at the University of Illinois. 

Credit: Don Hamerman 

Whether you have taken a side or a backseat in the discussion, the "food 
versus fuel" debate affects us all. Some say growing more biofuel crops today 
will decrease greenhouse gas emissions, but will make it harder to produce 
food tomorrow, which has prevented the U.S. from maximizing the potential of 
environmentally beneficial biofuels. 

 

Story Source: 

The above post is reprinted from materials provided by Carl R. Woese Institute for 
Genomic Biology, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Note: Materials may 
be edited for content and length. 

http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2015/09/150914124704.htm 

The REAL cost of soil erosion 
Do you know what ‘menace’ Nebraska farmers are still battling? Soil erosion. 
Even after widespread adoption of no-till and other modern farming methods, 
soil erosion is still a big problem in many areas. 

Hugh Hammond Bennett was the first Chief of the USDA Soil Conservation 
Service (now called the Natural Resources Conservation Service or NRCS). 
He is widely known as the “Father of Soil Conservation,” and is credited with 



creating a strong public interest in reducing the problem of soil erosion back in 
the 1930s. 

Erosion happens when soil is not adequately covered to protect it from water 
and wind. When uncovered soil particles become detached and are washed 
or blown away, soil health declines, and other resources are negatively 
impacted such as water and air quality. Bennett observed how soil erosion 
reduced the ability of land to sustain agricultural productivity, and that is still a 
problem for many producers today. 
http://www.midwestproducer.com/news/opinion/the-real-cost-of-soil-
erosion/article_d25aa4ba-4817-11e5-a88e-6be05f859dbf.html 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-3ygQd9nnE0 



 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GgaAx13CTeQ 



http://www.npg.org/library/forum-series/the-other-soil-erosion-long-term-erosion-of-
our-productive-farmland-base-from-u-s-population-growth.html 

https://theconversation.com/odds-keep-rising-for-a-big-el-nino-in-2015-
45151?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest+from+The+Conversation+for+A
ugust+11+2015+-
+3232&utm_content=Latest+from+The+Conversation+for+August+11+2015+-
+3232+CID_b84a6ca33a24407866f3d2ef422dea35&utm_source=campaign_monitor
&utm_term=Odds%20keep%20rising%20for%20a%20big%20El%20Nio%20in%202
015 



 

https://ecologyfieldreports.plos.org/what-will-you-do-when-you-get-there-making-
sense-of-climate-change-induced-range-shifts-5a3dc1ee7216?gi=2f520496c724 



http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/bigideas/psychology-of-climate-
change/6772110 

www.scirp.org/journal/PaperDownload.aspx?paperID=59267 

4 essentials for sustaining agriculture 

17August2015Andrew McGuireCommentaryfertilizer, pest control, soil, sustainable 
agriculture, Water use 

As an irrigated cropping systems agronomist I work on ways to sustain agriculture. In 
doing this, I have come to realize that there are certain requirements that agriculture 
must meet to produce food and to keep producing food (yes, fiber too, and other non-
food products, but mainly we are concerned with food production). 

Here are my essentials for sustaining agricultural production: 



1. Protect the soil 
2. Maintain soil fertility 
3. Use water efficiently 
4. Protect the crop 

I view these as a hierarchy: if #1 is not met, the lower requirements do not mean 
much, but once #1 has been met, we can move to #2, provided that does not threaten 
#1, and so on. Each component is required, but not sufficient; all of them are needed. 
Below, I elaborate on each requirement.  
http://www.biofortified.org/2015/08/sustaining-agriculture/ 

Forests survive without people 
2 September 2015 at 12:27pm  
By KAMCILLA PILLAY  

Timberwatch.org 
Plantations are a threat to land, water and biodiversity, says an activist. Picture: Timberwatch.org 
Environmentalists have been accused of not seeing the wood for the trees by 
commercial foresters in the decades-long debate between the two groups. As 
Durban readies itself to host the 14th World Forestry Congress next week and with 
Arbor Week currently under way, Kamcilla Pillay enlisted the help of experts to 
examine the arguments  

Activist group Timberwatch Coalition’s tree expert and co-ordinator, Wally Menne, says 
large-scale timber plantations are a threat to land, water and biodiversity that indigenous 
people in southern Africa need for survival.  

But the authorities regard plantations as forests.  

“In the course of establishing these plantations, irreplaceable grassland has been 
destroyed, water resources and soil quality detrimentally affected, communities displaced 
and impoverished, and the use of chemical insecticide, herbicide and toxic fertilisers has 
destroyed native plants, insects and small mammals,” he said.  
http://www.iol.co.za/dailynews/opinion/forests-survive-without-people-1.1909517 



 

http://www.smh.com.au/photogallery/federal-politics/cartoons/cathy-wilcox-20090909-
fhd6.html 

With a nip and a bit of tuck Turnbull 
can bring a touch of green to Direct 
Action 
The Coalition’s climate policy holds a hidden key which will allow its new leader to 
set tougher baselines that emitters are not allowed to exceed 

 



 
Thirsty country: in 2009 Malcolm Turnbull described the Coalition’s climate 
policy as ‘a recipe for fiscal recklessness on a grand scale’.Photograph: David 
Gray/Reuters 

Lenore Taylor 

Tuesday 15 September 2015 11.30 AESTLast modified on Tuesday 15 September 
2015 11.54 AEST 

Malcolm Turnbull once said he didn’t want to lead a party that wasn’t as committed 
to climate action as he was. Now he does. 

Climate policy cost Turnbull the Liberal leadership in 2009 when he backed Kevin 
Rudd’s emissions trading scheme. He had to promise not to try to reintroduce an 
emissions trading scheme to gather the support he needed to win it back.  
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/sep/15/with-a-nip-and-a-bit-of-tuck-
turnbull-can-bring-a-touch-of-green-to-direct-action 

Conservatives across the world are 
tackling climate change - will Turnbull? 
OPINION 
By Ben Oquist 
Posted Tue at 3:45pmTue 15 Sep 2015, 3:45pm 



 
Photo: If Turnbull wants to turn the economy around, he must support the 
industries that are creating jobs. (AAP: Dean Lewins) 
Tony Abbott failed to move with global shifts in conservative thinking about climate 
change. The new Prime Minister has a chance to rectify this, writes Ben Oquist. 

Malcolm Turnbull declared that Tony Abbott had failed on economic leadership. 
Australia's future, Turnbull said last night, is to be a nation that is "agile, that is 
innovative, that is creative". 

Indeed, instead of addressing future economic challenges, Abbott focused on a 
Queensland coal mine as an economic solution and declared war on the environment 
movement. 

Ben Oquist is the executive director of The Australia Institute.  

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-09-15/oquist-turnbull-has-a-chance-to-embrace-the-
new-economy/6777282 

A splash of climate hope as Turnbull 
knifes Abbott 
Sara Phillips ABC Environment 15 Sep 2015  

 

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull at a press conference on 14th September.  



Malcolm Turnbull has toppled the party leader and sitting Prime Minister to assume 
the top job. For Australians worried about climate change, there's hope he'll be 
stronger on climate than his predecessor. 

IT'S AN UNDIGNIFIED way to start a Prime Ministership. Malcolm Turnbull, 
Australia's newest Prime Minister, obtained the top job in the same manner as Julia 
Gillard and Kevin Rudd (Mark 2). He forced a vote on party leadership which 
overthrew the sitting Prime Minister. 
http://www.abc.net.au/environment/articles/2015/09/15/4312889.htm 

http://theconversation.com/polar-invasion-how-plants-and-animals-would-colonise-
an-ice-free-antarctica-47369 

Australia has let down our neighbours 
in the Pacific 
Larissa Waters ABC Environment 10 Sep 2015  



 

Tony Abbott is set to come under pressure from Pacific leaders to do more on climate 
change. Credit: Mick Tsikas (AAP)  

Our Pacific neighbours will be some of the worst affected by climate change. Yet the 
Australian government clings to outdated ideas on coal. 

PRIME MINISTER Tony Abbott has personally backed a plan to dig up hundreds of 
millions of tonnes of coal from Queensland's Galilee Basin. This would see the 
number of coal ships travelling through the Great Barrier Reef and past Papua New 
Guinea dramatically jump. 

Larissa Waters is an Australian Greens senator for Queensland and a deputy leader 
of the party.  

http://www.abc.net.au/environment/articles/2015/09/10/4309937.htm 

 



http://www.smh.com.au/photogallery/federal-politics/cartoons/ron-tandberg-
20090910-fixc.html 

Abbott's hyperbole doesn't match 
reality 
OPINION 
By Mungo MacCallum 
Updated 25 Aug 2015, 12:19pmTue 25 Aug 2015, 12:19pm 

 
Photo: Tony Abbott's latest wedge on the environment employs hyperbole 
without restraint or limit. (Jane Norman) 
Our bellicose Prime Minister has figured out his latest wedge on environment and 
trade, but the problem is his line of attack against everyone from Bill Shorten to 
unions to environmentalists doesn't always stack up, writes Mungo MacCallum. 

Once again our creative Prime Minister has devised a bold and imaginative solution. 
Now it just remains to discover a credible problem to go with it. 

Tony Abbott's latest wedge, to shut down the protection of the environment from its 
friends and restrict it to the immediate neighbours is spun as the desperate need to 
protect fragile mining developments from vigilante litigation, green saboteurs, 
economic treason - the hyperbole is without restraint or limit. 

Mungo MacCallum is a political journalist and commentator. 



 

http://www.futurity.org/rain-scotland-1004792-2/ 

Greens’ sneaky portfolio reshuffle upsets NSW 
branch 

Josh Taylor| 17 Sept 2015 12:59PM  



 

What were the Greens doing while all eyes were on Tony Abbott? 

Greens leader Richard Di Natale’s decision to strip Lee Rhiannon and Janet Rice of 
some portfolios to give to new senator Robert Simms has upset some in the party, 
particularly because it was announced under the cover of the change of prime 
minister. At the same time, Di Natale decided to give the schools portfolio to 
Christine Milne’s http://www.crikey.com.au/2015/09/17/greens-sneaky-portfolio-
reshuffle-upsets-nsw-branch/ 



http://theconversation.com/giving-water-policy-to-the-nationals-could-trigger-a-
logjam-of-bureaucracy-47637 



 

http://www.smh.com.au/photogallery/federal-politics/cartoons/cathy-wilcox-
20090909-fhd6.html 

 



http://e360.yale.edu/feature/bitter_wind_a_town_divided_over_a_controversial_main
e_wind_farm/2907/ 

Stopping fracking won't stop climate 
change 
Bryony Worthington 

I am neither pro nor anti-fracking, but green campaigners must look beyond future 
threats and tackle the present impacts of fossil fuels if we are to combat climate 
change 

 

Families at an anti-fracking protest in Barton Moss, Salford, UK. Photograph: 
Barbara Cook/Demotix/Corbis 

Wednesday 16 September 2015 01.54 AESTLast modified on Wednesday 16 
September 2015 20.20 AEST 

I am resigning as a shadow minister in the Lords in a few weeks. Not because Jeremy 
Corbyn is Labour’s new leader but because I decided, after the general election, that I 
could have a bigger impact reducing the growing risk of climate change in a different, 
more internationally-focused role. 



Judging from my Twitter feed and inbox this will delight many who have made it 
their mission to oppose fracking in the UK. 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/sep/15/stopping-fracking-wont-stop-
climate-change 

We're turning our land to sand 
Luc Gnacadja ABC Environment   

 

Drought master cattle on the move, Ulcanbah Station, west of Collinsville. Australia 
makes good use of its dryland areas. Credit: Paula Heelan (User submitted)  

While concerns about food security grab headlines, one of the key drivers of the 
problem is overlooked. No one seems to notice that good farm land is being lost to the 
desert winds. 

ON SUNDAY IT WAS THE World Day to Combat Desertification and I suspect the 
term desertification will conjure up images of expanding deserts or shifting sand 
dunes. This is what I often hear, followed, almost predictably by the statement, "why 
should I care since we cannot do much about it." 

Luc Gnacadja is the Executive Secretary of the United Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification headquartered in Bonn, Germany. 

http://www.abc.net.au/environment/articles/2012/06/19/3527907.htm 



http://e360.yale.edu/feature/undamming_rivers_a_chance_for_new_clean_energy_sou
rce/2901/ 



 

http://theconversation.com/air-pollution-causes-more-than-3-million-premature-
deaths-a-year-worldwide-47639 

 

http://www.futurity.org/forests-farms-tropical-birds-1001962/ 

Enough talk over fire prevention  
Posted By: Andrew Norris on 8/08/2015 4:00:00 AM | Comments (2) 
 



 
We keep winding up in the same place when each catastrophic fire season comes 
around 
UNLIKE drought, which creeps through the boundary fence and quietly eats away at 
each individual’s business and the social well being of towns out of the government’s 
sight, a firestorm razes all in its path, making it impossible to ignore.  

Media attention attracts politicians like moths to a flame to express empathy and 
explain all the government is doing to fight the fires.  

Yet, we’re still reactively focused instead of being proactive. 
http://www.stockandland.com.au/blogs/a-matter-of-opinion/enough-talk-over-fire-
prevention/2739452.aspx 



http://theconversation.com/chinas-smog-kills-more-than-a-million-each-year-but-
theres-a-clearer-road-ahead-47600 



 

http://www.stockandland.com.au/news/agriculture/livestock/general-news/stations-
reverse-degradation/2743105.aspx 



 

http://www.futurity.org/sierra-nevada-snowpack-drought-1003402/ 



http://e360.yale.edu/feature/in_clash_of_greens_a_case_for_large-
scale_us_solar_projects/2905/ 



http://theconversation.com/australia-is-among-the-most-liveable-nations-but-it-lags-
other-countries-on-sustainability-47572 



 

http://www.smh.com.au/photogallery/federal-politics/cartoons/matt-golding-
20090907-fdh2.html 

 

"Just a handspan of topsoil lies between us 
and oblivion" -- Geoffrey Lean-- 
 


