
 
 
Hi All, 
 
Calling any photographers or wannabe photographs for the ‘Stewards of the 
Soil’ Photography Competition. If you are interested follow the link 
http://www.farmerhealth.org.au/2015-photo-competition-stewards-of-the-soil 
 
The link to the ‘Whales under the northern lights’ is not an Opinion piece but I 
included it at the end of this missive just because it is really cool. 
 
Cheers 
 
brian 

 
 



 
http://theconversation.com/france-has-a-great-plan-for-its-soil-and-its-not-just-
about-wine-47335 
 

Crop WUE improvement a soil health 
triumph 
By Catherine Norwood 

New maps detailing the water use efficiency (WUE) of wheat crops across Australia reflect 
the comprehensive practice changes that have taken place in the grains industry, and which 
have helped growers maintain production despite declining growing-season rainfall. 



The data demonstrates that health of cropping zone soil is improving as a result of 
conservation farming methods which are restoring soil organic matter and structure ensuring 
more plant available water is present. 

Between 1982 and 2012 more than half of Australia’s wheat-growing regions have improved 
their WUE by at least 50 per cent. Many areas have achieved even more than this. 

  

 

Conservation farming techniques are gradually restoring soil carbon levels and improving soil structure 
which is increasing soil water holding capacity. Photo: Patrick Francis 

 
http://www.moffittsfarm.com.au/category/soil-health/ 
 

Soil: it's time to appreciate the value of the 
asset underfoot 
11 September 2015  

Megan Backhouse 



 

The UN wanted to raise awareness about the importance of soil for human life. Photo: Tricia Hogbin  

I spent last weekend lifting carpet. It was in multiple layers, tightly secured and reaching to every corner. 
This filthy cut pile was occasionally pierced by a tree root; sometimes thistles were growing over the top. 
For this phenomenally sturdy floor covering wasn't in the house but in the garden. 

Covered in soil and pine bark mulch, it was completely hidden. Laid by the previous owner as a weed 
suppressant, it had been there for years. After the back-breaking job of pulling it out (only half so far) 
what I found below was dead dust over dry, compacted earth.  

Read more: http://www.smh.com.au/national/soil-its-time-to-appreciate-the-value-of-the-asset-underfoot-
20150904-gjfcl6#ixzz3oPlrylL5  

 
 

Enough talk over fire prevention  
 
 
 
  



 
We keep winding up in the same place when each catastrophic fire season 
comes around 
 
UNLIKE drought, which creeps through the boundary fence and quietly eats away at 
each individual’s business and the social well being of towns out of the government’s 
sight, a firestorm razes all in its path, making it impossible to ignore.  

Media attention attracts politicians like moths to a flame to express empathy and 
explain all the government is doing to fight the fires.  

Yet, we’re still reactively focused instead of being proactive.  

Research is underway at the Bushfire and Natural Hazards Co-operative Research 
Centre to understand the effect of fuel reduction fires on soils and vegetation 

 
http://www.stockjournal.com.au/blogs/a-matter-of-opinion/enough-talk-
over-fire-prevention/2739452.aspx 
 



 
http://www.smh.com.au/comment/smh-editorial/how-to-save-the-planet-
and-humanity-in-17-steps-20150922-gjs9it.html 
 



http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/bigideas/atmosphere-of-
hope/6795698 



 
http://knowledge4food.net/fifth-iys2015-article-in-a-series-precision-fertilizing-
using-drones-and-scanners/ 
 



 
 
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i4373e.pdf 
 



http://theconversation.com/the-oceans-are-becoming-too-hot-for-coral-and-
sooner-than-we-expected-48832 
 

It seems Canberra is suddenly full of 
visionaries 
OPINION 
By Mungo MacCallum  
Updated about 2 hours agoTue 13 Oct 2015, 10:47am  



 
Photo: One of the most important challenges for the Turnbull Government is to break 
away from the demands of instant gratification from the media cycle. (AAP: Lukas 
Coch)  
Ever since Malcolm Turnbull became PM we have seen politicians prepared to plan for the 
long term. And it's not just the Libs - Labor and even the Nationals are now setting out 
policies for the future, writes Mungo MacCallum. 

As we all expected it would be, the verdict was swift and unequivocal. 

According to Newspoll, some 62 per cent of voters thought the replacement of Tony Abbott 
with Malcolm Turnbull was a good thing. Even among Coalition supporters, said by the 
Abbott clique to be on his side, the vote was 56 to 36. There was simply no margin for error. 

The result may not have brought instant euphoria - when respondents were asked about the 
next election, the figures are still lineball - but it cannot be denied that there is an 
overwhelming sense of relief. At long last politics can settle down to something like what we 
believe is normal. 

For the six years of the Abbott regime, both in opposition and in government, it was all about 
threats and crises: we were constantly warned that we were about to become broke and 
destitute, that we would be murdered in our beds. Now the screaming is about to abate. 

Mungo MacCallum is a political journalist and commentator. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-10-13/maccallum-it-seems-canberra-is-
suddenly-full-of-visionaries/6849004 

Opinion: Agriculture's Green 
Revolution 2.0 focused on soil 
By Guest Author 

By Donald R. Marvin  

With the global population expected to hit 9.5 billion by 2050, feeding a hungry world 
is once again inching upward on a jam-packed list of world crises.  



The biggest threat to global food security is not climate change, drought or shortage 
of farmland. It is the alarmingly poor quality of our agricultural soils. 

A May 2015 study led by scientists at the University of California was published in 
the journal Science. It argues that poor soils will be the greatest single threat to global 
food security during the next century.  

The United Nation's Food and Agriculture Organization designated 2015 as the 
International Year of Soils. It has initiated more than 100 education and advocacy 
programs about soil health worldwide. Even Pope Francis, in his June 2015 
Encyclical on the environment, decried the "sickness" of the world's soils. 

It's time for all farmers worldwide to embrace new practices that reduce soil erosion 
and revitalize soils depleted by poor farming practices and decades of chemical 
inputs. To meet the food production challenges ahead, we need a Green Revolution 
2.0 that revitalizes the precious land on which crops are grown.  

Donald R. Marvin is President and CEO of Inocucor Technologies, Inc., an 
agriculture biotechnology company based in Montreal, Quebec. 

http://www.agri-pulse.com/Opinion-Agricultures-Green-Revolution-soil-
09212015.asp 



 

http://knowledge4food.net/second-iys2015-article-in-a-series-nutritions-for-depleted-
african-soils/ 

 



http://theconversation.com/the-oceans-are-changing-too-fast-for-marine-life-
to-keep-up-48977 
 

Opinion: Farmers who look after soils are 
the doctors of the future 

By Eosta founding director Volkert Engelsman 



 

“Please look after our planet. Cultivate it, pass it on responsibly, so we may do the same. Please look 

after the soil.” This was the urgent plea on behalf of the Youth Food Movement and the world’s children, 

of 20-year-old Nyakallo Makgoba at the closing ceremony of the Celebrating Soil! Celebrating Life! 

conference in Amsterdam, on June 29. 

With the presentation of the Save Our Soils Amsterdam Declaration, the youth urged delegates 

including ministers, royalty and business leaders to act to stop to soil erosion and degradation. 

As an organic fruit & vegetable company we had the honor of organizing and hosting this important 

conference, backed by the United Nations’ Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO). The conference 

was the main 2015 event of the Save Our Soils campaign that we started a few years ago. I hope we 

got some people worried. With 24 billion tons of soil worth €1.5 trillion lost per year, these numbers are 

no mere statistics – without fertile soil, global food security goals are hopeless. 

http://www.freshfruitportal.com/news/2015/09/14/opinion-farmers-who-look-after-soils-are-the-doctors-

of-the-future/ 

 



 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/planet-oz/2015/oct/09/time-to-
examine-the-fossil-fuel-industrys-relationship-with-queenslands-government 



http://theconversation.com/as-drought-looms-again-australians-are-ready-to-
embrace-recycled-water-48805 



 
http://knowledge4food.net/third-iys2015-article-in-a-series-too-much-fertilizer-
too-many-brambles/ 



 
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/counterpoint/turnbull-and-
climate3a-where27s-he-headed3f/6844560 
 



 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-10-07/sherden-drum-interview-climate-
change-isnt-going-to-wait/6833048 
 



http://theconversation.com/india-chooses-electricity-and-economics-over-
emissions-goals-48666 



 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/oct/08/it-could-be-lights-out-
for-solar-power-under-this-government 



 
http://www.futurity.org/invasive-plants-ebay-1018652-2/ 
 

China's ETS will boost Turnbull's chances of 
shifting Coalition policy 
OPINION 
By Warwick Smith  
Posted 28 Sep 2015, 4:19pmMon 28 Sep 2015, 4:19pm  



 
Photo: A woman rides her bicycle past a coal power station in Beijing. (David Gray, 
file photo: Reuters)  
It would be a mistake to write off the new Prime Minister's climate change policy ambitions 
at this early stage. With global momentum building, the situation could look very different 
after the next election, writes Warwick Smith. 

China's announcement that it will implement a nationwide emissions trading scheme in 2017 
is globally significant, but it also shifts the power balance in Australia's climate policy chess 
game. 

For Turnbull, and others in the Federal Government who take the threat of climate change 
seriously, this is not about convincing the climate naysayers in the Coalition of the merits of 
more meaningful action; it's about working towards checkmate where all of their reasons 
against action are undermined and they have no more publicly defensible arguments. 

Warwick Smith is a research economist at the University of Melbourne. He blogs at 
reconstructingeconomics.com and tweets @RecoEco. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-09-28/smith-china-ets-climate-
change/6810774 
 

Volkswagen scandal: How did the world's 
most boring car company come up with 
this? 
OPINION 
By Dominic Knight  
Updated 24 Sep 2015, 9:16amThu 24 Sep 2015, 9:16am  



Photo: A man erects a Kombi van-shaped tent at a music festival. (AFP: Fabrice 
Coffrini)  
The Beetle was the official car of flower power, the Kombi remains a favourite of hippies, 
but Volkswagen has now become known for an environmental scandal that would make 
cigarette company executives doff their hats, writes Dominic Knight. 

Of all the companies to get busted perpetrating massive environmental fraud, I would have 
thought Volkswagen the least likely. Even those skinny jeans-wearing eco-hipsters at Tesla 
might have seemed more willing to capitulate to the huge pressure to produce innovative 
green vehicles than Volkswagen, the world's most boringly consistent car company. 

How on earth has a company dull enough to name its two most popular models after the 
world's two most bourgeois sports managed to concoct a scheme so dodgy that even cigarette 
company executives must be doffing their tar-encrusted hats? 

Dominic Knight is the NSW/ACT Evenings presenter on ABC Local Radio. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-09-23/knight-scandal-hits-the-worlds-most-
boring-car-company/6799136 
 



 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/oct/08/cars-aviation-steel-
stranded-assets-risk-spreads-far-beyond-fossil-fuel-firms 



 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/sep/30/emissions-scandal-
how-the-drive-for-diesel-ran-out-of-gas 
 



http://theconversation.com/when-the-indian-ocean-and-el-nino-join-forces-
things-can-get-hot-and-dry-48969 
 



 
http://knowledge4food.net/sow-before-you-reap/ 

Will Kiribati be the new Atlantis? 
By Peter McCloy - posted Wednesday, 7 October 2015

Kiribati is promoted as a dramatic example of how rising sea levels due to climate 
change will cause the disappearance of the islands of the Pacific. It's a claim not 
necessarily supported by science and practical observation. 

Three pillars at the ancient marketplace of Pozzuoli, near Naples, led to much 
speculation among geologists of the 19th century. The activities of marine mollusks on 
these marble columns seemed to indicate that they had been submerged, then rose 
again, all within a period of a few thousand years. It was believed by many that this 
indicated rises and falls in the sea level. 

Now we know what actually happened. The area subsided below sea level in 
Roman times, was uplifted around 700-800AD, subsided again from around 
1500 until 1583, when it rose again, then subsided, then rose again. Between 
1969 and 1973 the land rose by about 1.7 metres, subsided slightly over the 
next decade until between 1982 and 1994 it rose some 2 metres. 
 



Peter McCloy is an author and speaker, now retired, who lives on five acres of rock in an ecologically 
sensible home in the bush. He is working on a 20,000-year plan to develop his property, and 
occasionally puts pen to paper, especially when sufficiently aroused by politicians. He is a foundation 
member of the Climate Sceptics. http://www.onlineopinion.com.au/view.asp?article=17733 

 
 

http://theconversation.com/all-fired-up-southern-australia-is-looking-towards-
a-dry-spring-and-a-hot-summer-48654 
 



http://theconversation.com/there-is-no-single-solution-to-the-tragedy-of-
escaped-fires-48828 
 

Damn the dams 
By Harriet Smith - posted Friday, 2 October 2015

Cast your mind back to 2007 to the wretched years of drought and desolation. When 
the head of the Climate Commission told us all categorically that, "the rain that falls 
isn't actually going to fill our dams and our river systems." Dire warnings from an 
eminent scientist and respected climate guru. 

The reason, we were told, was climate change; now commonly referred to as 
climate variability. Biblical tales of drought, fire and famine was all the future 
held unless we could stop burning fossil fuels to run our cities, and maintain a 
high standard of living.  
Harriet Smith is doing a Masters in Economics 

http://www.onlineopinion.com.au/view.asp?article=17726 



 
http://www.crikey.com.au/2015/08/19/call-in-the-green-army-threat-of-green-
lawfare-takes-down-wait-only-two-projects/ 



 
http://www.stockjournal.com.au/blogs/a-matter-of-opinion/a-murky-water-
debate/2743990.aspx 
 



You don't know the half of it: temperature 
adjustments and the Australian Bureau of 
Meteorology  
By Jennifer Marohasy - posted Monday, 28 September 2015

 
For the true believer, it is too awful to even consider that the Australian 
Bureau of Meteorology could be exaggerating global warming by adjusting 
figures. This doesn't mean though, that it's not true. In fact, under Prime 
Minister Tony Abbott, a panel of eminent statisticians was formed to 
investigate these claims detailed in The Australian newspaper in August and 
September 2014. The panel did acknowledge in its first report that the Bureau 
homogenized the temperature data: that it adjusted figures. The same report 
also concluded that it was unclear whether these adjustments resulted in an 
overall increase or decrease in the warming trend. No conclusions could be 
drawn because the panel did not work through a single example of 
homogenization, not even for Rutherglen. Rutherglen is of course in north 
eastern Victoria, an agricultural research station with a continuous minimum 
temperature record unaffected by equipment changes or documented site-
moves, but where the Bureau nevertheless adjusted the temperatures. This 
had the effect of turning a temperature time series without a statistically 
significant trend, into global warming of almost 2 degrees per Century. 
Jennifer Marohasy is a senior fellow with the Institute for Public Affairs 
http://www.onlineopinion.com.au/view.asp?article=17710 

Australia has excessive protections for its 
kangaroos 
By Brendan O'Reilly - posted Monday, 21 September 2015

A couple of years ago on the TV show QI, the panel was asked by host, Stephen Fry, 
"Which Australian animal is the most dangerous?" Based on the decade to 2010 
(when 254 deaths were identified as animal related) the biggest individual culprits 
turned out to be domesticated animals (horses, cattle and dogs) accounting for 127 
deaths. Amongst wild animals, the biggest killers were not what you might think 
(snakes, crocodiles, or sharks). The biggest killer in Australia among wild animals 
was in fact the kangaroo (due to road accidents), accounting for 18 deaths, as well as 
untold injuries and tens of millions of dollars in damage to vehicles. 

Australians generally are reluctant to admit that, as well as being their iconic 
native animal, the cute-looking kangaroo (through sheer force of numbers) is 
also a major pest. This is because of its contribution to road accidents, and 
damage to fences, crops and pastures. About 70 per cent of Australians live 
in capital cities along the coast and simply don't see the damage kangaroos 
cause (mostly in inland rural areas) or the extent of their numbers, which is 
only evident at night. 
 



Brendan O’Reilly is a retired commonwealth public servant with a background in economics and 
accounting. He is currently pursuing private business interests. 
http://www.onlineopinion.com.au/view.asp?article=17690 

 

 
http://www.crikey.com.au/2015/09/18/what-malcolm-needs-to-do-now-on-
climate-change/ 



 
http://www.stockjournal.com.au/news/agriculture/cropping/general-news/crop-
protections-big-spend/2745545.aspx 



 
http://www.crikey.com.au/2015/09/03/rundle-the-right-are-finally-abandoning-
their-nutty-sceptic-stance/ 
 



http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/ockhamsrazor/ketan-joshi-
public-perception-energy-policy/6786050 
 



 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/sep/29/why-seattle-is-calling-
on-bill-melinda-gates-foundation-divest 
 

If we want a low‐carbon future to happen, 
we should look to Silicon Valley  
Solitaire Townsend 
The internet has monumentally changed our world in just 40 years. If we harness the 
vision and belief of those innovators a low-carbon revolution is possible too 



 

 
The Ivanpah solar plant in the Mojave Desert, California uses computer-
controlled mirrors to focus sunlight on to boilers, to produce steam to power 
turbines providing power to over 140,000 homes. Photograph: Ethan 
Miller/Getty Images  
Do you really believe? I’m not asking if you ‘believe’ in climate change – thankfully 
that question has been delegated to the world of trolls. I mean, do you believe we can 
build a low-carbon economy in which 9 billion people thrive? That’s a much harder 
question for many of us. But until we all answer with a resounding ‘yes!’ we won’t 
move far or fast enough. 

• This article is part of the Guardian’s Keep it in the Ground campaign. You can 
receive the latest updates on the campaign by selecting “Follow series” in the 
Guardian app 

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/oct/12/if-we-want-a-low-carbon-
future-to-happen-we-should-look-to-silicon-valley 

Antarctic ice is melting so fast the whole 
continent may be at risk by 2100  
New research predicts a doubling of surface melting of the ice shelves by 2050, 
risking their collapse by the end of the century, say scientists 



 

 
Collapse of Antarctic ice shelves could lead to dramatic sea level rise. 
Photograph: blickwinkel/Alamy  

Tuesday 13 October 2015 02.32 AEDT Last modified on Tuesday 13 October 2015 
02.36 AEDT  

Antarctic ice is melting so fast that the stability of the whole continent could be at risk 
by 2100, scientists have warned. 

Widespread collapse of Antarctic ice shelves – floating extensions of land ice 
projecting into the sea – could pave the way for dramatic rises in sea level. 

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/oct/12/antarctic-ice-melting-so-fast-
whole-continent-may-be-at-risk-by-2100 



 

http://www.crikey.com.au/2015/08/06/coalitions-fight-for-coal-defies-reality/ 

 



http://theconversation.com/the-light-rail-genie-is-out-of-the-bottle-but-how-
many-cities-will-get-their-wish-48669 

 



 

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/video/2015/oct/09/humpback-whales-
swim-northern-lights-norway-video 

 

 

 

“The saddest aspect of life right now is that science 
gathers knowledge faster than society gathers 
wisdom.”  
― Isaac Asimov 
 


